SENATE RESOLUTION
1997-8601

By Senators McDonald and Sellar
BE IT RESOLVED, That the Rules of the Senate for the 1995 Regular Session of

the 54th Legidature amended by Senate Resolution 1996-8601 be adopted, as amended, as
the Rules for the 1997 Regular Session of the 55th Legislature, to read as follows:
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SECTI ON |
OFFI CERS- MEMBERS- EMPLOYEES
Duties of the President
Rul e 1. 1. The president shall take the chair and cal
the senate to order precisely at the hour appointed for
nmeeting, and, if a quorum be present, shall cause the journal

of the preceding day to be read. (See also Art. 3, Sec. 16,
State Constitution.)
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2. The president shall preserve order and decorum and
in case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct within the
chanber, legislative area, |egislative offices or buildings,
and | egislative hearing and neeting roons, shall order the
sergeant at arns to suppress the sane, and nay order the
arrest of any person creating any di sturbance wthin the
senat e chanber.

3. The president shall have charge of and see that al
of ficers and enpl oyees performtheir respective duties, and
shal | have general control of the senate chanber and w ngs.
(See also Art. 2, Sec. 10, State Constitution.)

4. The president may speak to points of order in
preference to nenbers, arising fromthe president’s seat for
t hat purpose, and shall decide all questions of order subject
to an appeal to the senate by any nenber, on which appeal no
menber shall speak nore than once wi thout | eave of the senate.

5. The president shall, in open session, sign all acts,
addresses and joint resolutions. The president shall sign al
wits, warrants and subpoenas issued by order of the senate,
all of which shall be attested by the secretary. (See also
Art. 2, Sec. 32, State Constitution.)

6. The president shall appoint all conference, special,
joint and hereinafter nanmed standing commttees on the part of
the senate. The appointnent of the conference, special, joint
and standing commttees shall be confirmed by the senate. In
the event the senate refuses to confirm any conference,
special, joint or standing conmttee or commttees, such
commttee or commttees shall be elected by the senate.

7. The president shall, on each day, announce to the
senate the business in order, and no business shall be taken
up or considered until the order to which it belongs shall be
decl ar ed.

8. The president shall decide and announce the result of
any vote taken.

9. When a vote of the senate is equally divided, the
I i eut enant governor, when presiding, shall have the deciding
vote on questions other than the final passage of a bill.
(See also Art. 2, Sec. 10 and 22, State Constitution.)

President Pro Tenpore

Rul e 2. 1. Upon the organi zation of the senate the
menbers shall el ect one of their nunber as president pro
tenpore who shall have all the powers and authority and who
shal | discharge all the duties of |ieutenant governor acting
as president during the |lieutenant governor’s absence. The
senate shall also elect a vice-president pro tenpore who w ||
serve in the absence of the |ieutenant governor and the
president pro tenpore. (See Art. 2, Sec. 10, State
Constitution.)
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2. In the absence of the president pro tenpore, and vice
president pro tenpore, or with their consent, the president
shall have the right to nanme any senator to performthe duties
of the chair, but such substitution shall not extend beyond an
adj ournment, nor authorize the senator so substituted to sign
any docunents requiring the signature of the president.

Secretary of the Senate

Rul e 3. 1. The senate shall elect a secretary, who
shal | appoint a deputy secretary, both of whom shall be
officers of the senate and shall performthe usual duties
pertaining to their offices, and they shall hold office until
their successors have been el ected or appointed.

2. The secretary is the Personnel Oficer of the senate
and shall appoint, subject to the approval of the senate, al
ot her senate enpl oyees and the hours of duty and assi gnnents
of all senate enployees shall be under the secretary’s
directions and instructions and they nay be dism ssed at the
secretary’s discretion.

3. The secretary of the senate, prior to the convening
of the next regular session, shall prepare his office to
receive bills which the hol dover nenbers and nenbers-el ect may
desire to prefile commencing with the first Monday in Decenber
precedi ng any regul ar session or twenty days prior to any
speci al session of the |egislature.

Sergeant at Arns

Rul e 4. 1. The senate shall elect a sergeant at arns
who shall performthe usual duties pertaining to that office,
and shall hold office until a successor has been el ect ed.

2. The sergeant at arnms shall not admt to the floor of
the senate during the tine the senate is not convened any
person other than specifically requested by a senator, the
president, or the secretary of the senate, in witing or when
personal | y acconpani ed by a senator.

Subordi nate O ficers

Rul e 5. The subordinate officers of the senate shal
perform such duties as usually pertain to their respective
positions in | egislative bodies under the direction of the
presi dent, and such other duties as the senate may i npose upon
them Under no circunstances shall the conpensation of any
enpl oyee be increased for past services. (See also Art. 2,
Sec. 25, State Constitution.)

Enpl oyees

Rul e 6. 1. No senate enpl oyee shall |obby in favor of
or agai nst any matter under consideration.

2. Senat e enpl oyees are governed by joint rules and



6 Rul es of the Senate, 1997

chapters 42.17 (the Public D sclosure Act) and 42.52 RCW (the
Ethics in Public Service Act.

Conduct of Menbers and Oficers

Rule 7. 1. | ndecor ous conduct, boi sterous or
unbecom ng | anguage will not be permtted in the senate at any
time.

2. In cases of breach of decorum or propriety, any
senator, officer or other person shall be liable to such
censure or punishnment as the senate nmay deem proper, and if
any senator be called to order for offensive or indecorous
| anguage or conduct, the person calling the senator to order
shall report the | anguage excepted to which shall be taken
down or noted at the secretary’s desk. No nenber shall be
held to answer for any | anguage used upon the floor of the
senate if business has intervened before exception to the
| anguage was thus taken and not ed.

3. | f any senator in speaking, or otherw se,
transgresses the rules of the senate, the president shall, or
any senator may, call that senator to order, and a senator so
called to order shall resune the senator’s seat and not
proceed w thout | eave of the senate, which |eave, if granted,
shall be upon notion "that the senator be allowed to proceed
in order,"” when, if carried, the senator shall speak to the
gquestion under consideration.

4. No senator shall be absent fromthe senate w t hout
| eave, except in case of accident or sickness, and if any
senator or officer shall be absent the senator’s per diem
shall not be allowed or paid, and no senator or officer shal
obtain | eave of absence or be excused from attendance w thout
the consent of a nmpjority of the nenbers present.

5. In the event of a notion or resolution to censure or
puni sh, or any procedural notion thereto involving a senator,
that senator shall not vote thereon. The senator shall be
allowed to answer to such notion or resolution. An election
or vote by the senate on a notion to censure or punish a
senator shall require the vote of a majority of all senators
el ected or appointed to the senate. A vote to expel a nenber
shall require a two-thirds concurrence of all nenbers el ected
or appointed to the senate. Al votes shall be taken by yeas
and nays and the votes shall be entered upon the journal.
(See also Art. 2, Sec. 9, State Constitution.)

SECTI ON ||
OPERATI ONS AND MANAGEMENT
Paynent of Expenses - Facilities and Operations
Rul e 8. 1. After the reorganization caucuses of the

Senate, the mpjority caucus shall designate four nmenbers and
the mnority caucus shall designate three nenbers to serve on
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the Facilities and Operations Conmttee. The chair of the
maj ority caucus shall be the chair of the Facilities and
Qperations Commttee. The operation of the Senate shal
transfer to the newy designated nenbers after the
reorgani zati on caucuses of the Senate.

2. Al l necessary expenses of the senate incurred during
the session shall be signed for by the secretary and approved
by a majority of the commttee on facilities and operations.
The commttee on facilities and operations shall carefully
consider all itens of expenditure ordered or contracted on the
part of the senate, and report upon the sane prior to the
voucher being signed by the secretary of the senate
aut hori zing the paynent thereof. The conmttee on facilities
and operations shall issue postage only as foll ows:

a) To el ected or appointed nenbers of the senate in an
anount sufficient to allow performance of their |egislative
duti es.

b) To the secretary of the senate in an anobunt
sufficient to carry out the business of the senate.

Use of Senate Chanbers

Rul e 9. The senate chanber and its facilities shall not
be used for any but |egislative business, except by perm ssion
of the senate while in session, or by the facilities and
operations comnmttee when not in session.

Adm ssion to the Senate

Rul e 10. The sergeant at arns shall admt only the
followng individuals to the floor and adj acent areas of the
senate for the period of tinme begi nning one-half hour before
conveni ng and endi ng when the senate has adjourned or recessed
for an hour or nore:

The governor and/or designees,

Menbers of the house of representatives,

State elected officials,

O ficers and authorized enpl oyees of the |egislature,

Honored guests being presented to the senate,

Former nenbers of the senate who are not registered
| obbyi sts pursuant to chapter 42.17 RCW

Representatives of the press,

Persons specifically requested by a senator to the
president in witing or only as |long as acconpani ed by a
senat or.

Printing of Bills
Rule 11. The nunber of bills printed and reprinted shall

be at the discretion of the secretary of the senate, with the
approval of the facilities and operations conmttee.
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Furnishing Full File of Bills

Rule 12. Persons, firns, corporations and organi zations
within the state, desirous of receiving copies of all printed
senate bills, shall nmake application therefor to the secretary
of the senate. The bill clerk shall send copies of al
printed senate bills to such persons, firms, corporations and
organi zati ons as may be ordered by the secretary of the
senate. The secretary of the senate is authorized to recoup
costs.

Regul ati on of Lobbyists

Rule 13. All persons who engage in | obbying of any kind
as defined in chapter 42.17 RCWshall be subject to the rules
of the senate and | egi sl ature when | obbyi ng before the senate.
Any person who fails to conformto the senate or joint rules
may have their privilege to | obby and all other privileges
revoked upon a majority vote of the commttee on rules for
such tinme as is deened appropriate by the conmttee.

Any person registered as a | obbyist pursuant to chapter
42.17 RCWwho intervenes in or attenpts to influence any
personnel decision of the senate regardi ng any enpl oyee may
suffer an imedi ate revocation of all privileges before the
senate or such other privileges and for such tinme as may be
deened appropriate by the senate commttee on rules. This
restriction shall not prohibit a registered |obbyist from
maki ng witten recommendati ons for staff positions.

Security Managenent

Rule 14. The sergeant at arnms may devel op net hods to
protect the Senate, including its nenbers, staff, and the
visiting public, by establishing procedures to curtail the use
or possession of any weapon in a manner that is prohibited by
| aw or by the rules of the Departnent of GCeneral
Adm ni stration.

SECTION |11
RULES AND ORDER
Ti me of Conveni ng

Rul e 15. The senate shall convene at 10:00 a.m each
wor ki ng day, unless adjourned to a different hour. The senate
shall adjourn not later than 10:00 p.m of each working day.
The senate shall recess ninety mnutes for |unch each working
day. \Wen reconvening on the sane day the senate shall recess
ninety mnutes for dinner each working evening. This rule may
be suspended by a majority.

Quorum

Rule 16. A majority of all menbers elected to the senate
shal | be necessary to constitute a quorumto do business.
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Less than a quorum may adjourn fromday to day until a quorum
can be had. (See Art. 2, Sec. 8, State Constitution.)

Order of Busi ness
Rule 17. After the roll is called and journal read and

approved, business shall be disposed of in the foll ow ng
order:

Fl RST. Reports of standing conmttees.

SECOND. Reports of select commttees.

THI RD. Messages from the governor and other state
of ficers.

FOURTH. Messages fromthe house of representatives.

FI FTH. I ntroduction, first reading and reference of

bills, joint nenorials, joint resolutions and concurrent
resol utions.
SI XTH. Second reading of bills.
SEVENTH. Third reading of bills.
El GHTH. Presentation of petitions, nenorials and fl oor
resol utions.
NI NTH. Presentati on of notions.

The order of business established by this rule nay be
changed and any order of business already dealt with may be
reverted or advanced to by a majority vote of those present.

Al'l questions relating to the priority of business shal
be deci ded w thout debate.

Messages fromthe governor, other state officers, and from
the house of representatives nay be considered at any tine
with the consent of the senate.

Speci al O der

Rul e 18. The president shall call the senate to order at
the hour fixed for the consideration of a special order, and
announce that the special order is before the senate, which
shal |l then be considered unless it is postponed by a majority
vote of the nenbers present, and any business before the
senate at the tinme of the announcenent of the special order
shall take its regular position in the order of business.

Unfi ni shed Busi ness

Rul e 19. The unfini shed business at the preceding
adj ournnent shall have preference over all other matters,
excepting special orders, and no notion or any other business
shal |l be received w thout special |eave of the senate unti
the former is disposed of.

Mbtion and Senate Fl oor Resol utions
(How Present ed)

Rul e 20. 1. No notion shall be entertained or debated
until announced by the president and every notion shall be
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deened to have been seconded. It shall be reduced to witing
and read by the secretary, if desired by the president or any
senator, before it shall be debated, and by the consent of the
senate nmay be w thdrawn before anendnent or action

2. Senate floor resolutions shall be acted upon in the
same manner as notions. All senate floor resolutions shall be
on the secretary’s desk at |east twenty-four hours prior to
consi derati on.

Precedence of Mbtions

Rule 21. Wen a notion has been nade and stated by the
chair the followng notions are in order, in the rank naned:

PRI VI LEGED MOTI ONS

Adj ourn or recess

Reconsi der

Denand for call of the senate
Denand for roll cal

Denmand for division

Question of privilege

Orders of the day

| NCI DENTAL MOTI ONS

Poi nts of order and appeal
Met hod of consi deration
Suspend the rul es

Readi ng papers

Wt hdraw a notion

Di vi sion of a question

SUBSI DI ARY MOTI ONS

1st Rank: To lay on the table
2nd Rank: For the previous question
3rd Rank: To postpone to a day certain
To conmt or reconmt
To postpone indefinitely
4t h Rank: To anend

No notion to postpone to a day certain, to conmt, or to
post pone indefinitely, being decided, shall again be allowed
on the same day and at the sane stage of the proceedi ngs, and
when a question has been postponed indefinitely it shall not
agai n be introduced during the session.

A notion to lay an anmendnent on the table shall not carry
the main question with it unless so specified in the notion to
t abl e.

At no time shall the senate entertain a Question of
Consi der ati on.
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Vot i ng
Rule 22. 1. In all cases of election by the senate, the
votes shall be taken by yeas and nays, and no senator or other
person shall remain by the secretary’s desk while the roll is

being called or the votes are being counted. No senator shal
be allowed to vote except when within the bar of the senate,

or upon any question upon which he or she is in any way
personally or directly interested, nor be allowed to explain a
vote or discuss the question while the yeas and nays are being
cal l ed, nor change a vote after the result has been announced.
(See also Art. 2, Secs. 27 and 30, State Constitution.)

2. A menber not voting by reason of personal or direct
interest, or by reason of an excused absence, nay explain the
reason for not voting by a brief statenment not to exceed fifty
words in the journal.

3. The yeas and nays shall be taken when called for by
one-sixth of all the senators present, and every senator
within the bar of the senate shall vote unless excused by the
unani nous vote of the nenbers present, and the votes shall be
entered upon the journal. (See also Art. 2, Sec. 21. State
Constitution.)

Wen once begun the roll call may not be interrupted for
any purpose other than to nove a call of the senate. (See
al so Rule 24.)

4. A senator having been absent during roll call may ask
to have his or her nanme called. Such a request nust be nmade
before the result of the roll call has been announced by the
presi dent .

5. The passage of a bill or action on a question is |ost
by a tie vote, but when a vote of the senate is equally
di vided, the lieutenant governor, when presiding, shall have
t he deciding vote on questions other than the final passage of
a bill. (See also Art. 2, Secs. 10 and 22, State
Constitution.)

6. The order of the nanes on the roll call shall be
al phabetical by |ast nane.

7. Al'l votes in a conmttee shall be recorded, and the
record shall be preserved as prescribed by the secretary of
the senate. One-sixth of the commttee may demand an oral rol
call.

Announcenent of Vote

Rul e 23. The announcenent of all votes shall be made by
t he president.
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Call of the Senate

Rule 24. Although a roll call is in progress, a call of
the senate nay be noved by three senators, and if carried by a
majority of all present the secretary shall call the roll,
after which the nanes of the absentees shall again be called.
The doors shall then be | ocked and the sergeant at arns
directed to take into custody all who may be absent w thout
| eave, and all the senators so taken into custody shall be
presented at the bar of the senate for such action as the
senat e nay deem proper

One Subject in a Bil

Rule 25. No bill shall enbrace nore than one subject and
that shall be expressed in the title. (See also Art. 2, Sec.
19, State Constitution.)

No Amendnent by Mere Reference to Title of Act

Rule 26. No act shall ever be revised or anmended by nere
reference to its title, but the act revised or the section
anmended shall be set forth at full length. (See also Art. 2,
Sec. 37, State Constitution.)

Readi ng of Papers

Rul e 27. \When the reading of any paper is called for, and
is objected to by any senator, it shall be determ ned by a
vote of the senate, w thout debate.

Any and all copies of reproductions of newspaper or
magazi ne editorials, articles or cartoons or publications or
material of any nature distributed to senators’ desks nust
bear the nanme of at |east one senator granting perm ssion for
the distribution. This shall not apply to materials normally
distributed by the secretary of the senate or the majority or
m nority caucuses.

Conparing Enrolled and Engrossed Bills

Rul e 28. Any senator shall have the right to conpare an
enrolled bill with the engrossed bill and may note any
objections in the Journal.

SECTION |V
PARL| AMENTARY PROCEDURE
Rul es of Debate

Rul e 29. Wen any senator is about to speak in debate, or
submt any matter to the senate, the senator shall rise, and
standing in place, respectfully address the President, and
when recogni zed shall, in a courteous manner, speak to the
question under debate, avoiding personalities . No senator
shal | i npeach the notives of any other nenber or speak nore
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than twi ce (except for explanation) during the consideration
of any one question, on the sanme day or a second tinme wthout
| eave, when ot hers who have not spoken desire the floor, but

i ncidental and subsidiary questions arising during the debate
shall not be considered the sane question. A mgjority of the
menbers present may further limt the nunber of tinmes a nenber
may speak on any question and may limt the length of tinme a
menber may speak but, unless a demand for the previous
gquestion has been sustained, a nenber shall not be denied the
right to speak at | east once on each question, nor shall a
menber be limted to less than three m nutes on each questi on.
In any event, the senator who presents the notion may open and
cl ose debate on the question.

Recogni ti on by the President

Rul e 30. When two or nore senators rise at the sane tinme
to address the chair, the president shall nane the one who
shal | speak first, giving preference, when practicable, to the
mover or introducer of the subject under consideration.

Call for Division of a Question

Rule 31. Any senator may call for a division of a
guestion, which shall be divided if it enbraces subjects so
di stinct that one being taken away a substantive proposition
shall remain for the decision of the senate; but a notion to
strike out and insert shall not be divided.

Poi nt of Order - Decision Appeal abl e

Rul e 32. Every decision of points of order by the
presi dent shall be subject to appeal by any senator, and
di scussion of a question of order shall be allowed. In al
cases of appeal the question shall be: "Shall the decision of
the chair stand as the judgnment of the senate?"

Question of Privilege

Rule 33. Any senator may rise to a question of privilege
and explain a personal matter by |eave of the president, but
shal | not discuss any pendi ng question in such expl anati ons,
nor shall any question of personal privilege permt any
senator to introduce any person or persons in the galleries.
The president upon notice received may acknow edge the
presence of any distinguished person or persons.

A question of privilege shall involve only subject matter
which affects the particular senator personally and in a
manner uni que and peculiar to that senator.

Protests

Rule 34. Any senator or senators may protest against the
action of the senate upon any question. Such protest may be
entered upon the journal if it does not exceed 200 words. The
senator protesting shall file the protest with the secretary
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of the senate within 48 hours follow ng the action protested.
Adoption and Suspension of Rules

Rul e 35. 1. The permanent senate rul es adopted at the
first regular session during a |legislative biennium shal
govern any session subsequently convened during the sane
| egi slative biennium Adoption of permanent rules may be by
majority of the senate without notice and a mgjority of the
senate may change a permanent rule w thout notice at the
begi nni ng of any session, as determ ned pursuant to Article 2,
Section 12 of the State Constitution. No permanent rule or
order of the senate shall be rescinded or changed w thout a
majority vote of the nenbers, and one day’s notice of the
not i on.

2. A permanent rule or order may be tenporarily
suspended for a special purpose by a vote of two-thirds of the
menbers present unless otherw se specified herein. Wen the
suspension of a rule is called, and after due notice fromthe
presi dent no objection is offered, the president may announce
the rul e suspended, and the senate may proceed accordingly.
Motion for suspension of the rules shall not be debatabl e,
except, the nover of the notion may briefly explain the
pur pose of the notion and at the discretion of the president a
rebuttal may be all owed.

Previ ous Question

Rul e 36. The previous question shall not be put unless
demanded by three senators, and it shall then be in this form
"Shall the main question be now put?" When sustained by a
majority of senators present it shall preclude all debate,
except the senator who presents the notion may open and cl ose
debate on the question and the vote shall be i mediately taken
on the question or questions pending before the senate, and
all incidental question or questions of order arising after
the notion is nade shall be deci ded whether on appeal or
ot herwi se wi thout debate.

Reconsi derati on

Rule 37. 1. After the final vote on any neasure, before
t he adjournnent of that day’ s session, any nenber who voted
with the prevailing side may give notice of reconsideration
unless a notion to immediately transmt the neasure to the
house has been decided in the affirmati ve and the neasure is
no | onger in possession of the senate. Such notion to
reconsi der shall be in order only under the order of notions
of the day imediately follow ng the day upon which such
notice of reconsideration is given, and may be made by any
menber who voted with the prevailing side.

2. A notion to reconsider shall have precedence over
every ot her notion, except a notion to adjourn; and when the
senate adjourns while a notion to reconsider is pending or
before passing the order of notions, the right to nove a
reconsi deration shall continue to the next day of sitting. On
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and after the tenth day prior to adjournment sine die of any
session, as determ ned pursuant to Article 2, Section 12, or
concurrent resolution, or in the event that the neasure is
subject to a senate rule or resolution or a joint rule or
concurrent resolution, which would preclude consideration on
the next day of sitting a notion to reconsider shall only be
in order on the sane day upon which notice of reconsideration
is given and may be nmade at any tine that day. Mdtions to
reconsi der a vote upon anmendnents to any pendi ng question may
be made and deci ded at once.

Motion to Adjourn

Rul e 38. Except when under call of the senate, a notion
to adjourn shall always be in order. The nane of the senator
nmoving to adjourn and the tinme when the notion was nade shal
be entered upon the journal.

Yeas and Nays - Wien Miust be Taken

Rule 39. The yeas and nays shall be taken when called for
by one-sixth of all the senators present, and every senator
wthin the bar of the senate shall vote unless excused by the
unani nous vote of the nenbers present, and the votes shall be
entered upon the journal. (See also Art. 2, Sec. 21, State
Constitution.)

Wen once begun the roll call may not be interrupted for
any purpose other than to nove a call of the senate. (See
al so Senate Rules 22 and 24.)

Reed’ s Parlianmentary Rul es

Rul e 40. The rules of parlianmentary practice as contai ned
in Reed’s Parlianentary Rules shall govern the senate in al
cases to which they are applicable, and in which they are not
inconsistent wwth the rules and orders of this senate and the
joint rules of this senate and the house of representatives.

SECTI ON V
COW TTEES
Comm ttees - Appointnment and Confirmation

Rul e 41. The president shall appoint all conference,
special, joint and standing commttees on the part of the
senate. The appoi ntnment of the conference, special, joint and
standing commttees shall be confirnmed by the senate.

In the event the senate shall refuse to confirm any
conference, special, joint or standing conmttee or
commttees, such commttee or conmttees shall be elected by
t he senate.

The followi ng standing commttees shall constitute the
standing commttees of the senate:
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1. Agricul ture and Environnent T
2. Commer ce and Labor e
3. Education . . . . . .7
4. Energy and Utilities e
5. Financial Institutions, Insurance and Housing . 7
6. Government COperations . . Ce e e .7
7. Heal t h and Long- Term Care T
8. H gher Educati on Ce e . 9
9. Human Servi ces and Corrections .7
10. Law and Justice Ce e 11
11. Nat ural Resources and Parks A1
12. Rul es . .19
13. Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
14. Ways and Means . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Subconmi tt ees

Rule 42. Commttee chairs nay create subcommttees of the
standing comm ttee and designate subcommttee chairs thereof
to study subjects wthin the jurisdiction of the standing
commttee. The commttee chair shall approve the use of
commttee staff and equi pnent assigned to the subcommttee.
Subconmm ttee activities shall further be subject to facilities
and operations conmttee approval to the sane extent as are
the actions of the standing conmttee from which they derive
their authority.

Subpoena Power

Rul e 43. Any of the above referenced commttees,
i ncl udi ng subcomm ttees thereof, or any special commttees
created by the senate, may have the powers of subpoena, the
power to adm ni ster oaths, and the power to issue comm Ssions
for the exam nation of witnesses in accordance with the
provi sions of chapter 44.16 RCW The comm ttee chair shal
file with the commttee on rules, prior to issuance of any
process, a statenent of purpose setting forth the nane or
names of those subject to process. The rules commttee shal
consi der every proposed i ssuance of process at a neeting of
the rules commttee immediately following the filing of the
statenent with the commttee. The process shall not be issued
prior to consideration by the rules commttee. The process
shall be limted to the nanmed individuals and the commttee on
rules may overrul e the service on an individual so naned.

Duties of Committees

Rul e 44. The several commttees shall fully consider
measures referred to them

The comm ttees shall acquaint thenselves with the interest
of the state specially represented by the commttee, and from
time to tinme present such bills and reports as in their
judgnment will advance the interests and pronote the wel fare of
the people of the state: PROVIDED, That no executive action
on bills may be taken during an interim
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Commi ttee Rul es

Rul e 45. 1. At | east five days notice shall be given of
all public hearings held by any conmttee other than the rules
commttee. Such notice shall contain the date, tinme and pl ace
of such hearing together with the title and nunber of each
bill, or identification of the subject matter, to be
considered at such hearing. By a mpjority vote of the
commttee nenbers present at any commttee neeting such notice
may be di spensed with. The reason for such action shall be
set forthin a witten statenent preserved in the records of
t he neeting.

2. No commttee may hold a public hearing during a
regul ar or extraordinary session on a proposal identified as a
draft unless the draft has been nade avail able to the public
at | east twenty-four hours prior to the hearing. This rule
does not apply during the five days prior to any cutoff
establ i shed by concurrent resolution nor does it apply to any
measure exenpted fromthe resol ution

3. During its consideration of or vote on any bill,
resolution or nenorial, the deliberations of any commttee or
subconm ttee of the senate shall be open to the public. In
case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct at any such
del i berations, the chair shall order the sergeant at arnms to
suppress the sane and nay order the neeting closed to any
person or persons creating such disturbance.

4. A mgjority of any commttee shall constitute a
guorum Comm ttees shall be considered to have a quorum
present unless the question is raised. No commttee shal
transact official business absent a quorum except to conduct a
heari ng.

5. Bills reported to the senate froma standing
commttee nust have a mpjority report, which shall be prepared
upon a printed standing committee report form shall carry one
of the follow ng recomendati ons, shall be adopted at a
regularly or specially called neeting during a |legislative
session and shall be signed by a majority of the commttee:

a. Do pass.
b. Do pass as anended.
C. That a substitute bill be substituted therefor,
and the substitute bill do pass.
d. That the bill be referred to another conmmttee.
e Wt hout recommendati on.
6. A majority report of a commttee nust carry the
signatures of a mpjority of the nenbers of the commttee. In

the event a conmttee has a quorum pursuant to subsection 3 of
this rule, a mpjority of the nmenbers present may act on a
measure, subject to obtaining the signatures of a majority of
the nenbers of the conmttee on the majority report.

7. Any measure which does not receive a majority vote of
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the nmenbers present nay be reconsidered at that neeting and
may agai n be consi dered upon notion of any commttee nmenber if
one day’'s notice of said notion is provided to all commttee
menbers.

8. Menbers of the commttee not concurring in the
majority report may prepare a witten mnority report
containing a different recomendati on which shall be signed by
t hose nenbers of the conmttee subscribing thereto.

9. When a commttee reports a substitute for an original
bill with the recommendation that the substitute bill do pass,
it shall be in order to read the substitute bill the first
time and have the sane ordered printed.

A notion for the substitution of the substitute bill for
the original bill shall not be in order until the conmttee on
rules places the original bill on the second readi ng cal endar.

10. No vote in any conmttee shall be taken by secret
bal | ot nor shall any commttee have a policy of secrecy as to
any vote on action taken in such commttee.

11. Al reports of standing commttees nmust be on the
secretary’s desk one hour prior to convening of the session in
order to be read at said session.

Comm ttee Meetings During Sessions

Rule 46. No conmmttee shall sit during the daily session
of the senate unless by special |eave.
No commttee shall sit during any schedul ed caucus.

Readi ng of Reports

Rule 47. The majority report, and mnority report, if
there be one, together with the names of the signers thereof,
shal |l be read by the secretary, unless the reading be
di spensed with by the senate, and all commttee reports shal
be spread upon the journal.

Recalling Bills fromCommttees

Rul e 48. Any standing commttee of the senate may be
relieved of further consideration of any bill, regardl ess of
prior action of the conmttee, by a magjority vote of the
senators elected. The senate may then nmake such orderly
di sposition of the bill as they may direct by a majority vote
of the menbers of the senate.

Bills Referred to Rules Comm ttee

Rule 49. Al bills reported by a commttee to the senate
shall then be referred to the commttee on rules for second
readi ng wi thout action on the report unless otherw se ordered
by the senate. (See also Rules 63 and 64.)
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Rul es Committee

Rul e 50. The lieutenant governor shall be a voting nmenber
and the chair of the conmttee on rules. The conmttee on
rules shall have charge of the daily second and third reading
cal endar of the senate and shall direct the secretary of the
senate the order in which the bills shall be considered by the
senate and the commttee on rules shall have the authority to
directly refer any bill before themto any other standing
commttee. Such referral shall be reported out to the senate
on the next day’s busi ness.

The senate nay change the order of consideration of bills
on the second or third readi ng cal endar.

The cal endar, except in enmergent situations, as determ ned
by the committee on rules, shall be on the desks and in the
offices of the senators each day and shall cover the bills for
consi deration on the next follow ng day.

Enpl oyment Conmi ttee

Rul e 51. The enploynent conmttee for conmttee staff
shal |l consist of five nenbers, three fromthe majority party
and two fromthe mnority party. The chair shall be appointed
by the majority |eader. The conmttee shall, in addition to
its other duties, appoint a staff director for conmttee
services with the concurrence of four of its nenbers. Al
ot her decisions shall be determ ned by majority vote. The
commttee shall operate within staffing, budget |evels and
gui del i nes as authorized and adopted by the facilities and
operations conmttee.

Committee of the \Wole

Rule 52. At no tine shall the senate sit as a comm ttee
of the whol e.

The senate nay at any tinme, by the vote of the ngjority of
the nenbers present, sit as a body for the purpose of taking
testi nony on any neasure before the senate.

Appropriation Budget Bills

Rul e 53. No anmendnent to the budget, capital budget or
suppl enment al budget, not incorporated in the bill as reported
by the ways and neans commttee, shall be adopted except by
the affirmative vote of sixty percent of the senators el ected.

SECTI ON VI
BI LLS, RESOLUTI ONS, MEMORI ALS AND GUBERNATORI AL APPO NTMENTS
Definitions

Rule 54. "Measure" nmeans a bill, joint menorial, joint
resol ution, or concurrent resol ution.
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"Bill" when used al one neans bill, joint nenorial, joint
resol ution, or concurrent resolution.

"Majority" shall nean a majority of those nenbers present
unl ess ot herw se st at ed.

Prefiling

Rul e 55. Hol dover nenbers and nenbers-elect to the senate
may prefile bills with the secretary of the senate on any day
comencing with the first Mnday in Decenber precedi ng any
session year; or twenty days prior to any special session of
the legislature. Such bills wll be printed, distributed and
prepared for introduction on the first legislative day. No
bill, joint nmenorial or joint resolution shall be prefiled by
title and/or preanble only. (See also Rule 3, Sub. 3.)

| ntroduction of Bills

Rule 56. Al bills, joint resolutions and joint nenorials
i ntroduced shall be endorsed with a statenment of the title and
the name of the nenber introducing the sane. Any nenber
desiring to introduce a bill, joint resolution or joint
menorial shall file the same with the secretary of the senate
by noon of the day before the convening of the session at

which said bill, joint resolution or joint nmenorial is to be
i nt roduced.

After the expiration of deadlines for bill introductions
provided for by resolution, no bill shall be introduced,

except as the legislature shall direct by a vote of two-thirds
of all the nmenbers elected to each house, said vote to be
taken by yeas and nays and entered upon the journal, or unless
the same be at a special session. The tinme limtation for

i ntroduction of bills shall not apply to substitute bills
reported by standing commttees for bills pending before such
comm ttees and general appropriation and revenue bills. (See
also Art. 2, Sec. 36, State Constitution.)

Amendatory Bills

Rule 57. Bills introduced in the senate intended to anmend
exi sting statutes shall have the words which are anendatory to
such existing statutes underlined. Any matter to be del eted
fromthe existing statutes shall be indicated by setting such
matter forth in full, enclosed by doubl e parentheses, and such
deleted matter shall be lined out with hyphens. No bill shal
be printed or acted upon until the provisions of this rule
shal | have been conplied wth.

Sections added by anendatory bill to an existing act, or
chapter of the official code, need not be underlined but shal
be designated "NEW SECTI ON' i n upper case type and such
desi gnation shall be wunderlined. New enactnents need not be
under | i ned.
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Joi nt Resol utions and Menori al s

Rul e 58. Joint resolutions and joint nenorials, up to the
signing thereof by the president of the senate, shall be
subject to the rules governing the course of bills.

Senat e Concurrent Resol utions

Rul e 59. Concurrent resolutions shall be subject to the
rul es governing the course of bills and may be adopted w t hout
aroll call. Concurrent resolutions authorizing investigations
and aut horizing the expenditure or allocation of any noney
must be adopted by roll call and the yeas and nays recorded in
the journal. Concurrent resolutions are subject to final
passage on the day of the first reading without regard to
Senate Rule 62.

Committee Bills

Rule 60. Committee bills introduced by a standing
commttee during a legislative session may be filed with the
secretary of the senate and introduced, and the signature of
each nmenber of the commttee shall be endorsed upon the cover
of the original bill.

Commttee bills shall be read the first tine by title,
ordered printed, and referred to the commttee on rules for
second readi ng.

Conmmittee Reference

Rule 61. Wlen a notion is nade to refer a subject, and
different commttees are proposed, the question shall be taken
in the follow ng order:

FI RST: A standing commttee.
SECOND: A select commttee.

Reading of Bills

Rule 62. Every bill shall be read on three separate days
unl ess the senate deens it expedient to suspend this rule. On
and after the tenth day precedi ng adj ournnent sine die of any
session, or three days prior to any cut-off date for
consideration of bills, as determ ned pursuant to Article 2,
Section 12 of the Constitution or concurrent resolution, this
rule may be suspended by a majority vote. (See also Rule 59).

First Readi ng
Rule 63. The first reading of a bill shall be by title
only, unless a majority of the nmenbers present demand a
reading in full

After the first reading, bills shall be referred to an
appropriate conmmttee pursuant to Rule 61
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Upon being reported back by conmttee, all bills shall be
referred to the committee on rules for second reading, unless
ot herwi se ordered by the senate. (See Rule 49.)

A bill shall be reported back by the conmttee chair upon
witten petition therefor signed by a majority of its nenbers.
The petition shall designate the recomendation as provided in
Rul e 45, Sub. 4.

No commttee chair shall exercise a pocket veto of any
bill.

Shoul d there be a two-thirds majority report of the
comm ttee nenbership against the bill, a vote shall be
i medi ately ordered for the indefinite postponenent of the
bill.

Second Readi ng/ Anendnent s

Rul e 64. Upon second reading, the bill shall be read
section by section, in full, and be subject to amendnent.

Any nmenber may, if sustained by three nenbers, renove a
bill fromthe consent cal endar as constituted by the commttee
on rules. A bill renoved fromthe consent cal endar shall take
its place as the last bill in the order of consideration of

bills on the second readi ng cal endar.

No anendnment shall be considered by the senate until it
shal | have been sent to the secretary’s desk in witing and
read by the secretary.

Al'l anmendnents adopted on the second reading shall then be
securely fastened to the original bill.

Al l amendnents rejected by the senate shall be spread upon
the journal, and the journal shall show the disposition of al
amendnent s.

When no further amendnents shall be offered, the president
shal |l declare the bill has passed its second readi ng, and
shall be referred to the commttee on rules for third reading.

Thi rd Readi ng

Rule 65. Bills on third reading shall be read in full by
sections, and no amendnent shall be entertained.

When a bill shall pass, it shall be certified to by the
secretary, together with the vote upon final passage, noting
the day of its passage thereon.

The vote nmust be taken by yeas and nays, the nanes of the
senators voting for and against the sane to be entered upon
the journal and the majority of the menbers elected to the
senate nmust be recorded thereon as voting in its favor to
secure its passage by the senate.
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Scope and oject of Bill Not to be Changed

Rule 66. No anmendnent to any bill shall be allowed which
shal | change the scope and object of the bill. (See also Art.
2, Sec. 38, State Constitution.) Substitute bills shall be
consi dered anendnents for the purposes of this rule. A point
of order raising the question of scope and object may be
rai sed at any tine during consideration of an anmendnent prior
to voting on the anendnent.

Matters Rel ated to Di sagreenent Between the Senate and House

Rul e 67. When there is a disagreenent between the senate
and house on a neasure before the senate, the senate may act
upon the neasure with the follow ng notions which have
priority in the follow ng order:

To concur
To non-concur
To recede
To i nsi st
To adhere

These notions are in order as to any single anmendnent or
to a series of amendnents. (See Reed’s Rules 247 through
254.)

A senate bill, passed by the house with amendnent or
amendnent s whi ch shall change the scope and object of the
bill, upon being received in the senate, shall be referred to

an appropriate commttee and shall take the same course as for
original bills, unless a notion to ask the house to recede, to
insist or to adhere is made prior to the neasure being
referred to conmtt ee.

Bills Commtted for Special Amendnent

Rule 68. A Dbill may be conmtted with or w thout speci al
instructions to anmend at any tine before taking the final
vot e.

Confirmati on of Qubernatorial Appointees

Rul e 69. When the nanes of appointees to state offices
are transmtted to the Secretary of the Senate for senate
confirmation, the communication fromthe governor shall be
recorded and referred to the appropriate standing commttee.

The standing commttee, or subconmttee, pursuant to rule
42, shall require each appointee referred to the commttee for
consideration to conplete the standard questionnaire to be
used to ascertain the appointee’'s general background and
qualifications. The commttee may al so require the appointee
to conplete a supplenental questionnaire related specifically
to the qualifications for the position to which he has been
appoi nt ed.
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The standing commttee, or subconmttees, pursuant to rule
42, shall hold a public hearing on the appointnent. The
appoi ntee nmay be required to appear before the commttee on
request. \When appearing, the appointee shall be required to
testify under oath or affirmation. The chair of the commttee
or the presiding nmenber shall adm nister the oath or
affirmation in accordance with RCW44.16. (See also Article
2, Sec. 6 of the State Constitution.)

Nothing in this rule shall be construed to prevent a
standing conmttee, or subcommttee, pursuant to rule 42, upon
a two-thirds vote of its nenbers, from hol di ng executive
sessi ons when consi dering an appoi nt nent.

When the commttee on rules presents the report of the
standing commttee before the senate, the question shall be
the confirmation of the nane proposed, and the roll shall then
be call ed and the yeas and nays entered upon the journal. In
the event a nessage is received fromthe governor requesting
return of an appointnent or appointnments to the office of the
governor prior to confirmation, the senate shall vote upon the
governor’s request and the appoi ntnent or appoi ntnents shal
be returned to the governor if the request is approved by a
majority of the elected. (Article 13 of the State
Constitution.)



