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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8000

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Hochstatter

Read first tine 01/ 14/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, The Legi sl ature recogni zes its responsibilities in helping
establish and maintain high standards in education for all students at
all grade |l evels in Washi ngton; and

WHEREAS, All Washington K-12 students wll soon be required to
denonstrate progress toward essential |earning requirenments at regul ar
intervals, culmnating in a certificate of mastery; and

WHEREAS, The success of students in neeting these requirements wll
depend upon teaching and gui dance by educators who are enthusiastic
about teaching and literate in the subject matter that the students
must master; and

VWHEREAS, It is the responsibility of Wshington's colleges of
education to prepare teachers who are skilled in their profession,
literate in the <content of the essential academ c |earning
requirenents, and qualified to <create an exciting educational
experience for their students, thus inspiring them to further
intellectual adventures in these subjects; and
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WHEREAS, The Washi ngton State H gher Education Coordinating Board
has adopted resol uti ons encouragi ng the state coll eges of education to
review their curriculumrequirenments to assure that teachers wll be
literate in the subjects defined by the Legi sl ature and encouragi ng t he
State Board of Education to enact changes in the Washington
Adm nistrative Code that will require teacher candidates to conplete
coursework denonstrating literacy in the essential academ c |earning
requi renents; and

WHEREAS, The State Board of Education has received anendatory
| anguage to a proposed rule that would require all teacher candi dates
to conplete a well -pl anned sequence of courses through which they can
denonstrate literacy in the subjects identified by the Legislature in
t he I nprovenent of Student Achi evenent Act of 1993; and

WHEREAS, The Legi sl ature supports and advocates the axi omthat al
K-12 teachers should be literate in the essential academ c |earning
requirenents;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the State
Board of Education anend its proposed rule and other appropriate
provisions to the Washington Adm nistrative Code to provide that al

graduates fromthe state’s coll eges of education wll have conpleted
coursework to assure their literacy in the essential academ c | earning
requi renents, and that all K-12 teachers in the state will, within the

near future, conplete in-service training prograns to acconplish this
essenti al professional conpetence.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the State Board of Educati on.

~-- END ---
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