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SENATE BI LL 6311

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Snyder, Prince, Rasmussen and Goi ngs

Read first time 01/15/98. Referred to Commttee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Relating to the property taxation of assenbly halls or
nmeeting places; and anendi ng RCW 84. 36. 037.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW84.36.037 and 1997 ¢ 298 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Real or personal property owned by a nonprofit organization,
association, or corporation in connection with the operation of a
public assenbly hall or neeting place is exenpt from taxation. The
area exenpt under this section includes the building or buildings, the
| and under the buil dings, and an addi ti onal area necessary for parKking,
not exceeding a total of one acre: PROVI DED, That for property
essential ly uni nproved except for restroomfacilities and structures on
such property which has been used primarily for annual comunity
celebration events for at |east ten years, such exenpt property shal
not exceed twenty-nine acres.

(2) To qualify for this exenption the property nust be used
excl usively for public gatherings and be available to all organi zati ons
or persons desiring to use the property, but the owner may i npose
conditions and restrictions which are necessary for the saf ekeepi ng of
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the property and pronote the purposes of this exenption. Menbership
shall not be a prerequisite for the use of the property.

(3) The use of the property for pecuniary gain or to pronote
busi ness activities, except as provided in this section, nullifies the
exenpti on otherwi se avail able for the property for the assessnent year.
The exenption is not nullified by:

(a) The collection of rent or donations if the anount i s reasonabl e
and does not exceed mmi ntenance and operation expenses created by the
user.

(b) Fund-raising activities conducted by a nonprofit organization.

(c) The use of the property for pecuniary gain or to pronote
busi ness activities for periods of not nore than seven days in a year.

(d) In a county with a population of less than ten thousand, the
use of the property to pronote the following business activities:
Dance | essons, art classes, or nusic |essons.

(e) An inadvertent use of the property in a manner inconsistent
wi th the purpose for which exenption is granted, if the inadvertent use
is not part of a pattern of use. A pattern of use is presuned when an
i nadvertent use is repeated in the sane assessnent year or in two or
nore successive assessnment years.

(4) The departnment of revenue shall narrowWy construe this
exenpti on.

~-- END ---
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