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HOUSE BI LL 2493

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Anderson and Sunp

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to reducing chinook and coho sal nmon bycatch by
comercial pink and sockeye sal non fishers; anmending RCW 75.08. 230;
addi ng new sections to chapter 75.28 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 75.12 RCW adding a new section to chapter 75.10 RCW creating
a new section; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that many chi nook and
coho sal non popul ations are at risk and nmay be |listed as threatened or
endangered under the federal endangered species act. One threat to
chi nook and coho sal non stocks is their incidental catch by comerci al
fishers targeting stocks of pink and sockeye salnon. The |egislature
finds that commercial net fishers are capable of reducing this threat
to chi nook and coho sal non stocks by adjusting their fishing nethods.
The purpose of this act is to protect chinook and coho sal non stocks
fromharm and harvest by commercial fishers targeting pink and sockeye
sal non st ocks.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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Comrercial net fishers targeting pink and sockeye sal non stocks

shall employ the following fishing practices in order to avoid
nortality to chinook and coho sal non:

(1) Reef net fishers and gill net fishers shall handle all coho and
chi nook salnmon with care and release all of these salnon; reef net
fishers and gill net fishers nmust have on board a nesh cutting tool and

must use it to cut through the nmesh to rel ease any chinook and coho
sal non rather than pulling the sal non through the nesh;

(2) Purse seine fishers shall enploy the followng fishing
practices:

(a) No nore than one hundred fish may be renoved fromthe water and
taken on board the vessel in any one procedure or event;

(b) Al of the fish brought on board the vessel in a single
procedure or event shall be sorted for incidental catch and the coho
and chinook salnon returned to the water before the pink or sockeye
sal non catch nmay be released to the fish hold and the next batch of
fish brought on board;

(c) The fish remaining in nets in the water shall be |oosely
bunched to ensure adequate oxygen and m ni mal harm due to pressure;

(d) Fish dropped on deck nust be dropped with care. At no tinme my
the fish be dropped from a height greater than two feet above the
surface onto which they are dropped;

(e) The hatch nust be constructed so that there is a sorting deck
on the same | evel as the opening to the fish hold; and

(f) Purse seine fishers shall handle all coho and chi nook sal non
with care and release all of these salnon. Purse seine fishers nust
have on board a nmesh cutting tool and nust use it to cut through the
mesh to rel ease any chinook and coho salnon rather than pulling the
sal non t hrough the nesh.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 75.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In order to protect chinook and coho sal non stocks fromi nci dent al
catch by commercial net fishers targeting pink and sockeye sal non
stocks, it is unlawful for any:

(1) Such fisher to pull chinook and coho sal non through the nesh.
| nstead, these fishers nust release the gilled chinook and coho sal non
by cutting the nmesh;
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(2) Such fisher to possess or sell chinook or coho sal non during
t he pi nk and sockeye sal non seasons. For the purposes of this section,
a fisher shall not be considered to possess a chinook or coho salnon if
the fisher is in the process of landing fish and is maki ng a good faith
effort to conply with the requirenents of section 2 of this act;

(3) Person to buy chinook or coho salnon from a commercial net
fisher targeting pink and sockeye sal non stocks.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 75.10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) In addition to other penalties inposed under this chapter, a
person who viol ates the provisions of section 3 of this act is subject
to the follow ng penalties:

(a) For each fish less than twenty-four inches in length, a fine
per each fish sold, possessed, or purchased of fifty dollars for the
first violation, one hundred dollars for the second violation, two
hundred dollars for the third violation, and five hundred dollars for
any subsequent viol ation;

(b) For each fish twenty-four inches in length or greater, a fine
per each fish sold, possessed, or purchased of two hundred dollars for
the first violation, four hundred dollars for the second viol ation, six
hundred dollars for the third violation, and one thousand dollars for
any subsequent viol ation.

(2) The departnent shall devel op a fine schedule for violations of
the provisions of section 2 of this act, and any person who viol ates
the provisions of section 2 of this act is subject to these penalties.

(3) Al fines assessed under this section shall be paid to the
depart nent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 75.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment shall establish and i npl ement a rigorous inspection
schedul e of commercial sal non net fisher vessels and buyer operations
during the sockeye and pink salnmon fishing seasons to |ook for
violations of section 2 or 3 of this act. The inspection schedul e
shall include a regular search of pink and sockeye salnon fishing
vessel s for hidden fish.

The departnment shall submt an annual report to the governor and
t he house of representatives and senate natural resources committees on
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the departnent’s efforts to i npl enent the provisions and the intent of
chapter . . ., Laws of 1998 (this act). The report shall provide
detailed information on the nunber and type of vessels boarded and
i nspected, and the nunber and type of violations encountered.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 75.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to the license fees assessed in RCW 75.28.110,
commercial salnon net fishers participating in pink or sockeye sal non
fishing seasons shall be assessed a supplenental fee for that season

The fee for reef net license holders is fifty dollars per season.
The fee for gill net license holders is fifty dollars per season. The
fee for purse seine license holders is two hundred dol | ars per season.
Li cense hol ders shall pay this fee to the departnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 75.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The bycat ch avoi dance enforcenent account is created in the state
treasury. Fees collected under section 6 of this act and fines
coll ected under section 4 of this act shall be deposited in the
account. Moneys in the account nmay be spent only after appropriation.
Expendi tures fromthe account nay only be used for enforcenment of the
provi sions of chapter . . ., Laws of 1998 (this act).

Sec. 8. RCW75.08.230 and 1996 ¢ 267 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in this section, state and county officers
receiving the foll ow ng noneys shall deposit themin the state general
fund:

(a) The sale of licenses required under this title;

(b) The sal e of property seized or confiscated under this title;

(c) Fines and forfeitures collected under this title;

(d) The sale of real or personal property held for departnent
pur poses;

(e) Rentals or concessions of the departnent;

(f) Moneys received for damages to food fish, shellfish, or
departnment property; and

(g) Gfts.
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(2) The director shall make weekly remttances to the state
treasurer of noneys coll ected by the departnent.

(3) Al fines and forfeitures collected or assessed by a district
court for a violation of this title or rule of the departnent shall be
remtted as provided in chapter 3.62 RCW

(4) Proceeds fromthe sale of food fish or shellfish taken in test
fishing conducted by the departnent, to the extent that these proceeds
exceed the estimates in the budget approved by the | egislature, may be
al l ocated as unanticipated recei pts under RCW 43.79.270 to reinburse
the departnent for unanticipated costs for test fishing operations in
excess of the allowance in the budget approved by the |egislature.

(5) Proceeds fromthe sal e of sal non carcasses and sal non eggs from
state general funded hatcheries by the departnent of general
adm ni stration shall be deposited in the regional fisheries enhancenent
group account established in RCW 75. 50. 100.

(6) Moneys received by the comm ssion under RCW 75. 08. 045, to the
extent these nobneys exceed estinmates in the budget approved by the
| egislature, may be allocated as unanticipated receipts under RCW
43.79.270. Allocations under this subsection shall be made only for
the specific purpose for which the noneys were received, unless the
noneys were received in settlenment of a claimfor damages to food fish
or shellfish, in which case the nobneys nmy be expended for the
conservation of these resources.

(7) Proceeds from the sale of herring spawn on kelp fishery
licenses by the departnment, to the extent those proceeds exceed
estimates in the budget approved by the |l egislature, nmay be all ocated
as unantici pated recei pts under RCW43.79.270. Allocations under this
subsection shall be made only for herring managenent, enhancenent, and
enf or cenment .

(8) Fees collected by the department under section 6 of this act
and fines collected by the departnent under section 4 of this act shal

be deposited in the bycatch avoi dance enforcement account.

~-- END ---
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