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HOUSE BI LL 2460

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Ronmero, Johnson, Cole and Ogden

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on .

AN ACT Rel ating to cooperating teachers; anendi ng RCW 28A. 415. 105;
adding a new section to chapter 28A 415 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that preparing future
teachers is critical to the well-being of our state and nation. An
essential conponent of teacher preparation is the opportunity for
students in teacher preparation prograns to learn from experienced
cl assroom t eachers. These teachers are able to provide advice and
counsel based on the many |lessons they have learned from their
experience in the classroom

The legislature recognizes the inportance of actual classroom
experience in the training of new teachers, and therefore intends to
provide incentives to exceptional, experienced teachers to guide
student teachers’ classroom based | earni ng experiences.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 415
RCWto read as foll ows:
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(1) The state board of education, in consultation wth
representatives of cooperating teachers and cooperating organi zati ons,
shall by rule establish a uniform state-w de paynent schedule for

cooperating teachers. The appropriate fiscal agent shall use the
paynment schedule to determne the salary stipends to be paid to
cooperating teachers. In developing the schedule, the state board

shal | consi der

(a) The current tuition paid by the student teacher to the
institutions of higher education for the student teaching experience;

(b) The range and average anmobunt of contact that student teachers
have with cooperating teachers in relation to the course;

(c) The range and average stipend paid to cooperating teachers;

(d) The qualifications and experience of cooperating teachers; and

(e) The anticipated anmpbunt of contact or supervision provided by
the university professors.

(2) Each institution of higher education shall pay a stipend to a
cooperating teacher, and nmay not charge additional tuition or fees for
t he cooperative teaching experience.

(3) Wthin thirty days of conpleting the student teaching
experience, the cooperating teacher shall docunent and report the
followng to the supervisor or university supervisor:

(a) The student teaching activities carried out by the student
t eacher;

(b) An evaluation of the student teacher’s performance by the
cooperating teacher; and

(c) Any recommendations to i nprove the student teacher’s education
t hrough additional coursework or student teaching activities.

(4) The state board shall adopt the paynent schedul e by February 1,
2001, for inplenmentation beginning Septenber 1, 2001. The state board
shal | update the paynent schedul e as needed, as determ ned by the state
boar d.

Sec. 3. RCW28A. 415.105 and 1995 c¢ 335 s 403 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW 28A.415. 125 t hrough 28A. 415. 140.

(1) "Cooperating organizations" neans that at |east one schoo
district, one college or wuniversity, and one educational service
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district are involved jointly with the developnent of a student
t eachi ng center

(2) "Cooperating teacher" neans a teacher who.

(a) Holds a continuing certificate and supervises and coaches a
student teacher

(b) Is a superior teacher based on the teacher’s evaluations
pursuant to RCW 28A. 405. 100;

(c) Has at |least five school years of teaching experience; and
(d) By Septenber 1, 2000, has denopbnstrated skills in applying the
essenti al acadeni c | earni ng requi renents devel oped by the conm Ssi on on

student | earning under RCW 28A.630.885 to specific curricula and

instructional activities.

(3) "Field experience" neans opportunities for observation,
tutoring, mcroteaching, extended practicuns, and clinical and
| aborat ory experiences which do not fall within the nmeani ng of student
t eachi ng.

(4) "School setting" nmeans a classroomin a public, comobn school
in the state of Washi ngton.

(5) "Student teacher” neans a candidate for initial teacher
certification who is in a state board of education-approved, or
regionally or nationally accredited teacher preparation programin a
school setting as part of the field-based conponent of their
preparation program

(6) "Student teaching" neans the full quarter or senester in a
school setting during which the student teacher observes the
cooperating teacher, participates in instructional activities, and
assunmes both part-time and full-tinme teaching responsibilities under
t he supervision of the cooperating teacher.

(7) "Student teaching center" neans the program established to
provi de student teachers in a geographic region of the state wth
special support and training as part of their teacher preparation
program

(8) "Supervisor or wuniversity supervisor" nmeans the regular or
adj unct faculty nenber, or coll ege or university-approved desi gnee, who
assi sts and supervises the work of cooperating teachers and student
t eachers.

p. 3 HB 2460



