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H 4864. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2366

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmttee on Health Care (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Carl son, Penni ngton, Radcliff, Mel ke, Miulliken, Boldt,
Gardner, Sheahan, Bush, Anderson, Mtchell, Dyer, Schoesler and
McDonal d)

Read first tine 02/03/98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to providing infectious disease testing for good
samaritans; adding a new section to chapter 70.05 RCW creating a new
section; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that citizens who
assist individuals in energency situations perform a needed and
val uabl e role that deserves recognition and support. The |egislature
further finds that enmergency assistance in the formof nouth to nouth
resuscitation or other energency nedical procedures resulting in the
exchange of bodily fluids significantly increases the odds of being
exposed to a deadly infectious disease. Sone of the nore life-
threatening diseases that can be transferred during an energency
procedure where bodily fluids are exchanged i nclude hepatitis A B, and
C, and human i nmmunodeficiency virus (H V). The | egislature further
finds that a nunber of good samaritans who perform |ife-saving
ener gency procedures such as cardi opul nonary resuscitation are unabl e
to pay for the tests necessary for detecting infectious diseases that
coul d have been transmtted during the energency procedure. It is the
pur pose of this act to provide infectious di sease testing at no cost to
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good samaritans who request testing for infectious diseases after
renderi ng energency assi stance that has brought theminto contact with
a bodily fluid.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 70.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A person renderi ng energency care or transportation, comonly known
as a "good Samaritan," as described in RCW4.24.300 and 4. 24. 310, may
request and receive appropriate infectious disease testing free of
charge fromthe |local health departnent of the county of her or his
residence, if: (1) Wiile rendering energency care she or he cane into
contact with bodily fluids; and (2) she or he does not have health
i nsurance that covers the testing. Nothing in this section requires a
| ocal health departnment to provide health care services beyond testing.
The departnent shall adopt rules inplenmenting this section.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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