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HOUSE BI LL 1299

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representati ves Ronero, Kenney, Vel oria, Regal a, Tokuda, Col e, Mason
and Cost a

Read first tine 01/21/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to providing instruction in the |anguage and
cul tures of other nations; adding new sections to chapter 28A 180 RCW
creating a new section; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the significant
increase of trade and comerce and interaction between the United
States and other countries makes it inperative that action be taken to
ensure that Washington state increases the nunber of individuals who
are fluent in |anguages other than English and who understand the
culture and custons of other countries. These actions will help to
ensure that Washington state maintains its l|eading role in
i nternational trade.

The legislature further finds one way to increase the devel opnent
of foreign | anguages and know edge of foreign cultures is to ensure
that students who speak a | anguage other than English at home do not
| ose their ability to communicate in the | anguage of their parents and
forbearers.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 180
RCWto read as foll ows:

In addition to the other requirenments of this chapter, school
districts may provide world | anguage instruction to students who cone
from homes where the primary |anguage is other than English. I n
addition, school districts may provide instruction regarding the
culture of the country from which the students’ famlies em grated.
The purpose of the instruction is not to help the students understand
English better, but to inprove the students’ ability to speak their
nati ve |anguage and to understand the culture and custons of the
country in which their famlies |lived.

School districts offering the instruction shall devel op assessnents
to determne if participating students are inproving |anguage
conpetency and cul tural understandi ng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A 180
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) School districts may use noncertificated staff to provide the
| anguage and culture instruction in section 2 of this act. However,
noncertificated staff providing instruction nmust: (a) Be able to speak
and wite the |anguage fluently; (b) speak English; and (c) be
know edgeable of the culture or cultures in which instruction is
provi ded.

(2) School districts, or their designees, may provide in-depth
orientation training for newy hired noncertificated staff.

(3) School districts are encouraged to develop collaborative
prograns with other school districts, especially in cases when school
districts have smal|l nunbers of students who speak the sane | anguage.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 180
RCWto read as foll ows:

School districts shall encourage the active participation of
menbers from appropriate ethnic comunities in establishing and
i npl enenting the instructional program in section 2 of this act.
Menbers of the ethnic communities shall be allowed to participate in
the hiring of staff, and school districts are encouraged to appoint
advi sory councils to participate in curriculum devel opnment and ot her
deci sions pertaining to the instructional program Menbers of the
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1 ethnic communities al so shoul d be encouraged to participate financially
2 in the program

3 NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act takes effect Septenmber 1, 1997.

~-- END ---
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