
FINAL BILL REPORT

SB 6141

C 36 L 94

SYNOPSIS AS ENACTED

Brief Description: Changing the start up date of the new
composition for the public employees’ benefits board.

SPONSORS: Senators Talmadge, Moyer, Gaspard, Sellar, Wojahn and
Winsley

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE

BACKGROUND:

Under current law, the Public Employee Benefits Board is
composed of seven members: three from active and retired
state employee groups, three with experience in health benefit
management and cost containment, and the administrator of the
state Health Care Authority. The board is charged, among
other things, with designing the benefits and determining the
terms and conditions of employee participation and coverage
for public employee health benefit plans.

The Public Employee Benefits Board exercises control over some
state funded school district health benefit plans as well. By
July 1995, all state funded school district employee health
benefits must be determined by the Public Employee Benefits
Board in a manner consistent with state law. The board is
presently working with the Health Care Authority administrator
and others to plan for this transition.

Under current law, the board will expand to nine in July 1995,
adding two school employee representatives and one additional
person with experience in health benefit management and cost
containment. At that time, one state employee representative
will be removed from the board.

Some have suggested this change in composition should be
accomplished immediately in order to provide for more formal
participation by school district employees in planning the
transition.

SUMMARY:

Effective immediately, the Public Employee Benefits Board is
expanded from seven to nine members by removing one state
employee representative, adding two school district employee
representatives, one of who must be retired, and by adding one
additional person with experience in health benefit management
and cost containment.
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VOTES ON FINAL PASSAGE:

Senate 48 0
House 95 0

EFFECTIVE: March 21, 1994
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