
WAC 458-16-220  Church camps.  (1) Introduction. This rule ex-
plains the property tax exemption available under the provisions of 
RCW 84.36.030(2) to property used as a church camp and owned by a non-
profit church, denomination, group of churches, or an organization or 
association of churches.

(2) Definitions. For purposes of this rule, the following defini-
tions apply:

(a) "Church purposes" means the use of real and personal property 
owned by a nonprofit religious organization for religious worship or 
related administrative, educational, eleemosynary, and social activi-
ties.

(b) "Property" means real or personal property owned by a non-
profit church, denomination, group of churches, or an organization or 
association of churches.

(3) Exemption. Property owned by a nonprofit church, denomina-
tion, group of churches, or an organization or association comprised 
solely of churches or their qualified representatives that is used ex-
clusively on a regular and scheduled basis for organized and super-
vised recreational or educational activities and church purposes rela-
ted to camp facilities is exempt from property tax up to a maximum of 
two hundred acres as selected by the church, including buildings and 
other improvements located on the land.

(4) Property with option to repurchase. Property leased, loaned, 
or sold with the option to repurchase or made available to organiza-
tions described in RCW 84.36.030 does not qualify for this exemption 
unless:

(a) The property is owned by an organization exempt under RCW 
84.36.020 or 84.36.030 and the organization loans, leases, or rents 
the property to another organization for the exempt purposes described 
in RCW 84.36.030; or

(b) The property is owned by an entity formed exclusively for the 
purpose of leasing the property to an organization that will use the 
property for the exempt purposes described in RCW 84.36.030 if:

(i) The lessee uses the property for the exempt purposes provided 
in RCW 84.36.030;

(ii) The immediate previous owner of the property had received an 
exemption under RCW 84.36.020 or 84.36.030 for the property; and

(iii) The benefit of the exemption inures to the benefit of the 
lessee organization.

(5) Additional requirements. Any organization or association that 
applies for a property tax exemption under this rule must also comply 
with the provisions of WAC 458-16-165. WAC 458-16-165 provides addi-
tional conditions and requirements that must be complied with to ob-
tain a property tax exemption pursuant to RCW 84.36.030.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 84.08.010, 84.08.070, 84.08.080, 84.36.389, 
and 84.36.865. WSR 15-07-021, § 458-16-220, filed 3/10/15, effective 
4/10/15. Statutory Authority: RCW 84.08.010, 84.08.070 and chapter 
84.36 RCW. WSR 94-07-008, § 458-16-220, filed 3/3/94, effective 
4/3/94. Statutory Authority: RCW 84.36.865. WSR 86-12-034 (Order PT 
86-2), § 458-16-220, filed 5/30/86; WSR 85-05-025 (Order PT 85-1), § 
458-16-220, filed 2/15/85; Order PT 77-2, § 458-16-220, filed 5/23/77; 
Order PT 76-2, § 458-16-220, filed 4/7/76. Formerly WAC 458-12-206.]
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