
WAC 458-12-170  Listing of property—Public lands—Possessory 
rights.  All possessory rights in exempt public lands are taxable to 
the holder (American Smelting & Refining Co. v. Whatcom Co., 13 Wn.2d 
295 (1942) dealing with mining claims located on federal lands) there-
of unless the holder of the possessory interest is exempt from taxa-
tion elsewhere, or if interest is in lands where the federal govern-
ment claims exclusive jurisdiction. (WAC 458-12-155)

All possessory rights which are held by an exempt public body 
shall likewise be exempt from taxation.
[Order PT 68-6, § 458-12-170, filed 4/29/68.]
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