
WAC 260-70-610  Storage and shipment of split samples.  (1) Split 
samples obtained in accordance with WAC 260-70-600 (2)(b) and (c) will 
be secured and made available for further testing in accordance with 
the following procedures:

(a) A split sample must be secured in the test barn in the same 
manner as the primary sample acquired for shipment to a primary labo-
ratory. The split samples will be stored until the primary samples are 
packed and secured for shipment to the primary laboratory. Split sam-
ples will then be transferred to a freezer at a secure location ap-
proved by the executive secretary.

(b) A freezer used to store split samples will be closed and 
locked at all times except as specifically provided by these rules.

(c) A freezer for storage of split samples may only be opened to 
deposit or remove split samples, for inventory, or for checking the 
condition of samples.

(d) An official veterinarian will maintain a split sample log 
that must be used each time a split sample freezer is opened. The log 
will record the following:

(i) The name of the person opening the split sample freezer;
(ii) The purpose for opening the freezer;
(iii) The split samples deposited or removed from the freezer;
(iv) The date and time the freezer was opened;
(v) The time the freezer was closed; and
(vi) A notation verifying that the lock was secured after the 

freezer was closed.
(e) If at any time it is discovered that the split sample freezer 

failed or samples were discovered not in a frozen condition, an offi-
cial veterinarian must document this discovery on the split sample 
freezer log and immediately report this to the executive secretary.

(2)(a) A trainer or owner of a horse having been notified that a 
written report from a primary laboratory states that a substance has 
been found in a specimen obtained pursuant to these rules may request 
that a split sample corresponding to the portion of the specimen tes-
ted by the primary laboratory be sent to another laboratory approved 
by the commission. The request must be made in writing and delivered 
to the stewards not later than forty-eight hours after the trainer of 
the horse receives written notice of the findings of the primary labo-
ratory. The split sample must be shipped within seventy-two hours of 
the delivery of the request for testing to the stewards.

(b) Approved split sample labs must be accredited by the racing 
medication and testing consortium.

(3) The owner or trainer requesting testing of a split sample is 
responsible for the cost of shipping and testing. A split sample must 
be removed from the split sample freezer, and packaged for shipment by 
an official veterinarian or designee in the presence of the owner, 
trainer, or designee. Failure of the owner, trainer or designee to ap-
pear at the time and place designated by an official veterinarian to 
package the split sample for shipping will constitute a waiver of all 
rights to split sample testing. Prior to shipment, the split sample 
laboratory's willingness to provide the testing requested and to send 
results to both the person requesting the testing and the commission, 
must be confirmed by an official veterinarian. Arrangements for pay-
ment satisfactory to the split sample laboratory must also be con-
firmed by the owner or trainer. A laboratory for the testing of a 
split sample must be approved by the commission. The commission will 
maintain a list of laboratories approved for testing of split samples.
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(4) Prior to opening the split sample freezer, the commission 
must provide a split sample chain of custody verification form. The 
split sample chain of custody verification form must be completed and 
signed by the representatives of the commission and the owner, trainer 
or designee. A commission representative will keep the original and 
provide a copy to the owner, trainer or designee.

The split sample chain of custody verification form must include 
the following:

(a) The date and time the sample is removed from the split sample 
freezer;

(b) The sample number;
(c) The address where the split sample is to be sent;
(d) The name of the carrier and the address where the sample is 

to be taken for shipment;
(e) Verification of retrieval of the split sample from the freez-

er;
(f) Verification of each specific step of the split sample pack-

aging in accordance with the recommended procedure;
(g) Verification of the address of the split sample laboratory on 

the split sample package;
(h) Verification of the condition of the split sample package im-

mediately prior to transfer of custody to the carrier;
(i) The date and time custody of the sample is transferred to the 

carrier; and
(j) The split sample chain of custody verification form must be 

signed by both the owner's representative and an official veterinarian 
or designee to confirm the packaging of the split sample.

(5) The exterior of the package must be secured and identified 
with initialed tape, evidence tape or other means to prevent tampering 
with the package. The owner, trainer or designee may inspect the pack-
age containing the split sample immediately prior to transfer to the 
delivery carrier to verify that the package is intact and has not been 
tampered with.

(6) The package containing the split sample will be transported 
to the location where custody is transferred to the delivery carrier 
charged with delivery of the package to the commission approved labo-
ratory selected by the owner or trainer.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 67.16.020. WSR 17-05-057, § 260-70-610, 
filed 2/10/17, effective 3/13/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 67.16.020 
and 67.16.040. WSR 07-07-036, § 260-70-610, filed 3/12/07, effective 
4/12/07; WSR 06-09-009, § 260-70-610, filed 4/10/06, effective 
5/11/06; WSR 05-07-067, § 260-70-610, filed 3/11/05, effective 
4/11/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 67.16.020. WSR 03-11-018, § 
260-70-610, filed 5/12/03, effective 6/12/03. Statutory Authority: RCW 
67.16.040. WSR 96-10-001, § 260-70-610, filed 4/17/96, effective 
5/18/96.]
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