
(Effective until September 30, 2024)

WAC 246-976-024  EMS specialized training.  (1) MPDs may submit a 
proposal to conduct pilot training programs to determine the need for 
skills, techniques, or equipment that is not included in standard 
course curricula/instructional guidelines. A pilot program allows the 
MPD to conduct field research to determine:

(a) The effectiveness of the training;
(b) EMS provider knowledge and skills competency;
(c) EMS provider ability to provide proper patient care after the 

training.
(2) To request approval of a pilot training program, the MPD must 

submit a proposal which includes the following information to the de-
partment for review:

(a) A needs statement describing what the proposed pilot will ad-
dress;

(b) The level of certified EMS provider who will be participating 
in the pilot training;

(c) The length of the pilot project;
(d) The method by which the pilot project will be evaluated;
(e) Course curriculum/lesson plans;
(f) Type of instructional personnel required to conduct the pilot 

training;
(g) Course prerequisites;
(h) Criteria for successful course completion, including student 

evaluations and/or examinations; and
(i) Prehospital patient care protocols for use in the pilot pro-

gram.
(3) The department will:
(a) Review the request and training plan;
(b) Consult with the prehospital technical advisory committee to 

determine the need for, and the benefits of the requested training 
throughout the state.

(c) Based on recommendation of the prehospital TAC, approve or 
deny the request for the pilot program.

(4) The MPD must report the results of the pilot training to the 
department and the prehospital TAC.

(5) The department and the prehospital TAC will review the re-
sults of the pilot training project to determine whether or not the 
new training will be implemented statewide.

(6) If the pilot training is approved for statewide use, the de-
partment will adopt it as specialized training and notify all county 
MPDs to advise if the skill is required or not.
[Statutory Authority: Chapters 18.71, 18.73, and 70.168 RCW. WSR 
11-07-078, § 246-976-024, filed 3/22/11, effective 5/15/11.]

(Effective September 30, 2024)

WAC 246-976-024  MPD specialized training and pilot projects. 
(1) MPDs may submit a proposal to conduct a pilot project to determine 
the need for training, skills, techniques, equipment, or medications 
that are not included in standard course curricula and instructional 
guidelines. A pilot project allows the MPD to conduct field research 
to determine:

(a) The effectiveness of the training;
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(b) EMS provider knowledge and skills competency; and
(c) EMS provider ability to provide proper patient care after the 

training.
(2) To request approval of a pilot project, the MPD must submit a 

proposal on forms provided by the department at least 90 days prior to 
the start of the pilot project. Proposals must include all the follow-
ing:

(a) Describe the pilot project and the need that the proposed pi-
lot will address;

(b) Identify the proposed length of the pilot project. Projects 
may be approved for up to two years;

(c) Identify what training, skills, techniques, equipment, and 
medications will be included;

(d) Provide research to support that the proposal is an evidence-
based practice relevant and appropriate to EMS activities;

(e) Identify the outcome the project is aiming to achieve, level 
of risk to patients, and the expected clinical outcomes;

(f) Provide information regarding the economic burden of addi-
tional hours of training, equipment, and other applicable costs;

(g) Identify the level of certified EMS providers who will be 
participating in the project and explain how it was determined that 
the provider level has the breadth and depth of knowledge needed to 
participate in the project;

(h) Describe how certified EMS providers will be trained and pro-
vide the course prerequisites, curriculum/lesson plans, including any 
student evaluations and examinations;

(i) Identify the instructional personnel required to conduct the 
pilot training. Instructional personnel must meet the requirements in 
WAC 246-976-031;

(j) Describe the medical oversight for the project and provide 
the proposed patient care protocols relevant to the activities being 
conducted;

(k) Describe the provisions for protecting patient safety;
(l) Describe quality assurance activities to include what data 

will be collected, the method of data collection, and evaluation; and
(m) Evaluate and determine if a review from an IRB is necessary 

and supply documentation to support the decision.
(3) The department will:
(a) Review the proposal;
(b) Determine what additional consultation with advisory groups 

is needed;
(c) Consult with the EMS and trauma care steering committee and 

any other applicable advisory groups as determined by the department, 
to determine the need for, and the expected benefits of the proposed 
activities if implemented statewide; and

(d) Make the final determination to approve or deny the request 
to conduct the proposed pilot project.

(4) The MPD must report the results of the pilot project to the 
department, applicable advisory groups, and the EMS and trauma care 
steering committee.

(5) Upon favorable results of the pilot project and with the rec-
ommendation of the EMS and trauma care steering committee, the depart-
ment will make the final determination to approve or deny the proposed 
activities to continue in whole or in part and determine if the 
project will be implemented statewide on a mandatory or optional ba-
sis.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.71.205, 18.73.081, 43.70.040, 70.168.050, 
2017 c 70, 2017 c 295, 2020 c 76, 2021 c 276, 2019 c 314, 2021 c 69, 
and 2022 c 136. WSR 24-15-104, § 246-976-024, filed 7/22/24, effective 
9/30/24. Statutory Authority: Chapters 18.71, 18.73, and 70.168 RCW. 
WSR 11-07-078, § 246-976-024, filed 3/22/11, effective 5/15/11.]
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