(Effective April 1, 2025)

WAC 246-272A-0013 Local rules. (1) The 1local health officer
shall enforce the requirements of this chapter until a local board of
health adopts local 0SS regulations. A local board of health may adopt
and enforce local rules governing 0SS when the local regulations are:

(a) Consistent with, and at least as stringent as this chapter;
and

(b) Approved by the department prior to the effective date of lo-
cal regulations.

(2) To apply for department approved local 0SS regulations a lo-
cal board of health shall submit the proposed local regulations to the
department.

(3) Within 90 days of receipt of proposed local regulations, the
department shall:

(a) Approve the proposed regulations; or

(b) Deny the proposed regulations if the department determines
local regulations are not consistent with this chapter or less strin-
gent than this chapter and provide specific reasons for the denial.

(4) Upon receipt of department approval, or after 90 days if the
department fails to act, the local board may implement adopted regula-
tions. The local board shall provide a copy of the adopted local regu-
lations to the department.

(5) If the department denies approval of local regulations, the
local board of health may:

(a) Resubmit revised regulations that address the specific rea-
sons for the denial for department consideration; or

(b) Submit a request to the department to review its denial with-
in 120 days from the date the local board of health receives the spe-
cific reasons for the denial.

(6) Upon receipt of request for review of the department denial,
the department shall:

(a) Acknowledge the receipt of the request within 30 days; and

(b) Form a mutually acceptable advisory panel to review the de-
partment denial and reach an agreement within a reasonable time. The
panel shall consist of:

(1) One representative from the department;

(ii) One representative from a local health Jjurisdiction other
than that which requested the review; and

(11ii) One member of the TAG.

(7) If good faith efforts to reach agreement are unsuccessful be-
tween the department and a local board of health, the local board of
health may appeal the denial to the Washington state board of health
for resolution.

(8) Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the adoption and en-
forcement of more stringent regulations by a local board of health.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.20.050(3), 43.20.065, chapters 70A.105

and 70A.110 RCW. WSR 24-06-046, § 246-272A-0013, filed 3/1/24, effec-
tive 4/1/25.]
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