
RCW 82.08.0264  Exemptions—Sales of motor vehicles, trailers, or 
campers to nonresidents for use outside the state.  (1) The tax levied 
by RCW 82.08.020 does not apply to sales of motor vehicles, trailers, 
or campers to nonresidents of this state for use outside of this 
state, even when delivery is made within this state, but only if:

(a) The motor vehicles, trailers, or campers will be taken from 
the point of delivery in this state directly to a point outside this 
state under the authority of a vehicle trip permit issued by the 
department of licensing pursuant to RCW 46.16A.320, or any agency of 
another state that has authority to issue similar permits; or

(b) The motor vehicles, trailers, or campers will be registered 
and licensed immediately under the laws of the state of the buyer's 
residence, will not be used in this state more than three months, and 
will not be required to be registered and licensed under the laws of 
this state.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the seller of a motor 
vehicle, trailer, or camper is not required to collect and shall not 
be found liable for the tax levied by RCW 82.08.020 on the sale if the 
tax is not collected and the seller retains the following documents, 
which must be made available upon request of the department:

(a) A copy of the buyer's currently valid out-of-state driver's 
license or other official picture identification issued by a 
jurisdiction other than Washington state;

(b) A copy of any one of the following documents, on which there 
is an out-of-state address for the buyer:

(i) A current residential rental agreement;
(ii) A property tax statement from the current or previous year;
(iii) A utility bill, dated within the previous two months;
(iv) A state income tax return from the previous year;
(v) A voter registration card;
(vi) A current credit report; or
(vii) Any other document determined by the department to be 

acceptable;
(c) A witnessed declaration in the form designated by the 

department, signed by the buyer, and stating that the buyer's purchase 
meets the requirements of this section; and

(d) A seller's certification, in the form designated by the 
department, that either a vehicle trip permit was issued or the 
vehicle was immediately registered and licensed in another state as 
required under subsection (1) of this section.

(3) If the department has information indicating the buyer is a 
Washington resident, or if the addresses for the buyer shown on the 
documentation provided under subsection (2) of this section are not 
the same, the department may contact the buyer to verify the buyer's 
eligibility for the exemption provided under this section. This 
subsection does not prevent the department from contacting a buyer as 
a result of information obtained from a source other than the seller's 
records.

(4)(a) Any person making fraudulent statements, which includes 
the offer of fraudulent identification or fraudulently procured 
identification to a seller, in order to purchase a motor vehicle, 
trailer, or camper without paying retail sales tax is guilty of 
perjury under chapter 9A.72 RCW.

(b) Any person making tax exempt purchases under this section by 
displaying proof of identification not his or her own, or counterfeit 
identification, with intent to violate the provisions of this section, 
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is guilty of a misdemeanor and, in addition, is liable for the tax and 
subject to a penalty equal to the greater of one hundred dollars or 
the tax due on such purchases.

(5)(a) Any seller that makes sales without collecting the tax to 
a person who does not provide the documents required under subsection 
(2) of this section, and any seller who fails to retain the documents 
required under subsection (2) of this section for the period 
prescribed by RCW 82.32.070, is personally liable for the amount of 
tax due.

(b) Any seller that makes sales without collecting the retail 
sales tax under this section and who has actual knowledge that the 
buyer's documentation required by subsection (2) of this section is 
fraudulent is guilty of a misdemeanor and, in addition, is liable for 
the tax and subject to a penalty equal to the greater of one thousand 
dollars or the tax due on such sales. In addition, both the buyer and 
the seller are liable for any penalties and interest assessable under 
chapter 82.32 RCW.

(6) For purposes of this section, "buyer" does not include 
cosigners or financial guarantors, unless those parties are listed as 
a registered owner on the vehicle title.  [2010 c 161 s 1165; 2007 c 
135 s 1; 1980 c 37 s 31. Formerly RCW 82.08.030(13).]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws 
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative session
—2010 c 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Intent—1980 c 37: See note following RCW 82.04.4281.
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