
RCW 80.28.190  Gas companies—Certificate—Violations—Commission 
powers—Penalty—Fees.  (1) No gas company shall, after January 1, 
1956, operate in this state any gas plant for hire without first 
having obtained from the commission under the provisions of this 
chapter a certificate declaring that public convenience and necessity 
requires or will require such operation and setting forth the area or 
areas within which service is to be rendered; but a certificate shall 
be granted where it appears to the satisfaction of the commission that 
such gas company was actually operating in good faith, within the 
confines of the area for which such certificate shall be sought, on 
June 8, 1955. Any right, privilege, certificate held, owned or 
obtained by a gas company may be sold, assigned, leased, transferred 
or inherited as other property, only upon authorization by the 
commission. The commission shall have power, after hearing, when the 
applicant requests a certificate to render service in an area already 
served by a certificate holder under this chapter only when the 
existing gas company or companies serving such area will not provide 
the same to the satisfaction of the commission and in all other cases, 
with or without hearing, to issue the certificate as prayed for; or 
for good cause shown to refuse to issue same, or to issue it for the 
partial exercise only of the privilege sought, and may attach to the 
exercise of the rights granted by the certificate such terms and 
conditions as, in its judgment, the public convenience and necessity 
may require.

(2) The commission may, at any time, by its order duly entered 
after a hearing had upon notice to the holder of any certificate 
hereunder, and an opportunity to such holder to be heard, at which it 
shall be proven that such holder willfully violates or refuses to 
observe any of its proper orders, rules or regulations, suspend, 
revoke, alter or amend any certificate issued under the provisions of 
this section, but the holder of such certificate shall have all the 
rights of rehearing, review and appeal as to such order of the 
commission as is provided herein.

(3) In all respects in which the commission has power and 
authority under this chapter applications and complaints may be made 
and filed with it, process issued, hearings held, opinions, orders and 
decisions made and filed, petitions for rehearing filed and acted 
upon, and petitions for writs of review to the superior court filed 
therewith, appeals or mandate filed with the supreme court or the 
court of appeals of this state considered and disposed of by such 
courts in the manner, under the conditions, and subject to the 
limitations and with the effect specified in the Washington utilities 
and transportation commission laws of this state.

(4) Every officer, agent, or employee of any corporation, and 
every other person who violates or fails to comply with, or who 
procures, aids or abets in the violation of any of the provisions of 
this section or who fails to obey, observe or comply with any order, 
decision, rule or regulation, directive, demand or requirements, or 
any provision of this section, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

(5) Neither this section, RCW 80.28.200, *80.28.210, nor any 
provisions thereof shall apply or be construed to apply to commerce 
with foreign nations or commerce among the several states of this 
union except insofar as the same may be permitted under the provisions 
of the Constitution of the United States and acts of congress.

(6) The commission shall collect the following miscellaneous fees 
from gas companies: Application for a certificate of public 
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convenience and necessity or to amend a certificate, twenty-five 
dollars; application to sell, lease, mortgage or transfer a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity or any interest 
therein, ten dollars.  [2003 c 53 § 383; 1971 c 81 § 141; 1961 c 14 § 
80.28.190. Prior: 1955 c 316 § 4.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 80.28.210 was repealed by 2007 c 142 § 11.
Intent—Effective date—2003 c 53: See notes following RCW 

2.48.180.
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