
RCW 79.70.060  Legislative findings—Natural heritage resources. 
The legislature finds:

(1) That it is necessary to establish a process and means for 
public and private sector cooperation in the development of a system 
of natural areas. Private and public landowners should be encouraged 
to participate in a program of natural area establishment which will 
benefit all citizens of the state;

(2) That there is a need for a systematic and accessible means 
for providing information concerning the locations of the state's 
natural heritage resources; and

(3) That the natural heritage advisory council should utilize a 
specific framework for natural heritage resource conservation decision 
making through a classification, inventory, priority establishment, 
acquisition, and management process known as the natural heritage 
program. Future natural areas should avoid unnecessary duplication of 
already protected natural heritage resources including those which may 
already be protected in existing publicly owned or privately dedicated 
lands such as nature preserves, natural areas, natural resources 
conservation areas, parks, or wilderness.  [2002 c 284 § 2; 1981 c 189 
§ 2.]
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