
RCW 78.22.050  Extinguishment of mineral interest—Procedure. 
(1) After the later of the expiration of the twenty-year period set 
forth in RCW 78.22.010 or two years after June 7, 1984, the surface 
owner may extinguish the mineral interest held by another person and 
acquire ownership of that interest by providing sixty days notice of 
intention to file a claim of abandonment and extinguishment of the 
mineral interest upon the current mineral interest owner. Notice shall 
be served by personal service or by mailing the notice by registered 
mail to the last known address of the current mineral interest owner. 
The county treasurer shall supply the name and address of the current 
mineral interest owner as they appear on the county property tax 
records to the surface owner without charge. If the current mineral 
interest owner is unknown to the county treasurer, and the current 
mineral interest owner cannot be determined after due diligence, the 
surface owner may serve the notice upon the current mineral interest 
owner by publishing the notice at least once each week for three 
consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation published in 
the county in which the property interest is located, and if there is 
no newspaper of general circulation in the county, then in a newspaper 
of general circulation published in an adjoining county, and if there 
is no such newspaper in an adjoining county, then in a newspaper of 
general circulation published at the capital of the state.

(2) The notice of intention to file a claim of abandonment and 
extinguishment shall contain:

(a) The name and address, if known, of the holder of the mineral 
interest, as shown of record;

(b) A reference to the instrument originally creating the mineral 
interest, including where it is recorded;

(c) A description of the lands affected by the mineral interest;
(d) The name and address of the person giving notice;
(e) The date of the first publication of the notice if notice is 

by publication; and
(f) A statement that a claim of abandonment and extinguishment of 

the mineral interest will be filed upon the expiration of a period of 
sixty days after the date of the last publication or the date service 
was perfected by personal service or registered mail on the current 
mineral interest owner, unless the current mineral interest owner 
files a statement of claim of mineral interest in the form prescribed 
in RCW 78.22.040.

(3) A copy of the notice of intention to file a claim of 
abandonment and extinguishment and an affidavit of publication shall 
be submitted to the county auditor within fifteen days after the date 
of the last publication or the date service was perfected by personal 
service or registered mail on the current mineral interest owner.

(4) The affidavit of publication shall contain either:
(a) A statement that a copy of the notice has been personally 

served upon or mailed to the owner of the current mineral interest and 
the address to which it was mailed; or

(b) If a copy of the notice was not mailed, a detailed 
description, including dates, of the efforts made to determine with 
due diligence the address of the current owner of the mineral 
interest.  [1984 c 252 s 5.]
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