
RCW 77.65.400  Emerging commercial fishery—Trial or experimental 
fishery—Licenses and permits.  (1) The director may by rule designate 
a fishery as an emerging commercial fishery. The director shall 
include in the designation whether the fishery is one that requires a 
vessel.

(2) "Emerging commercial fishery" means the commercial taking of 
a newly classified species of food fish or shellfish, the commercial 
taking of a classified species with gear not previously used for that 
species, or the commercial taking of a classified species in an area 
from which that species has not previously been commercially taken. 
Any species of food fish or shellfish commercially harvested in 
Washington state as of June 7, 1990, may be designated as a species in 
an emerging commercial fishery, except that no fishery subject to a 
license limitation program in chapter 77.70 RCW may be designated as 
an emerging commercial fishery.

(3) A person shall not take food fish or shellfish in a fishery 
designated as an emerging commercial fishery without an emerging 
commercial fishery license and a permit from the director. The 
director shall issue two types of permits to accompany emerging 
commercial fishery licenses: Trial fishery permits and experimental 
fishery permits. Trial fishery permits are governed by subsection (4) 
of this section. Experimental fishery permits are governed by RCW 
77.70.160.

(4) The director shall issue trial fishery permits for a fishery 
designated as an emerging commercial fishery unless the director 
determines there is a need to limit the number of participants under 
RCW 77.70.160. A person who meets the qualifications of RCW 77.65.040 
may hold a trial fishery permit. The holder of a trial fishery permit 
shall comply with the terms of the permit. Trial fishery permits are 
not transferable from the permit holder to any other person.  [2000 c 
107 § 52; 1998 c 190 § 99; 1993 c 340 § 18. Formerly RCW 75.28.740.]

Finding, intent—Captions not law—Effective date—Severability—
1993 c 340: See notes following RCW 77.65.010.
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