
RCW 74.38.010  Legislative recognition—Public policy.  The 
legislature recognizes the need for the development and expansion of 
alternative services and forms of care for senior citizens. Such 
services should be designed to restore individuals to, or maintain 
them at, the level of independent living they are capable of 
attaining. These alternative services and forms of care should be 
designed to both complement the present forms of institutional care 
and create a system whereby appropriate services can be rendered 
according to the care needs of an individual. The provision of service 
should continue until the client is able to function independently, 
moves to an institution, moves from the state, dies, or withdraws from 
the program.

Therefore, it shall be the policy of this state to develop, 
expand, or maintain those programs which provide an alternative to 
institutional care when that form of care is premature, unnecessary, 
or inappropriate.  [1977 ex.s. c 321 § 1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 131 § 
1.]
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