
RCW 74.20A.040  Notice of support debt—Service or mailing—
Contents—Action on, when.  (1) The secretary may issue a notice of a 
support debt accrued and/or accruing based upon RCW 74.20A.030, 
assignment of a support debt or a request for support enforcement 
services under RCW 74.20.040 (2) or (3), to enforce and collect a 
support debt created by a superior court order or administrative 
order. The payee under the order shall be informed when a notice of 
support debt is issued under this section.

(2) The notice may be served upon the debtor in the manner 
prescribed for the service of a summons in a civil action or be mailed 
to the debtor at his or her last known address by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, demanding payment within twenty days of the 
date of receipt.

(3) The notice of debt shall include:
(a) A statement of the support debt accrued and/or accruing, 

computable on the amount required to be paid under any superior court 
order to which the department is subrogated or is authorized to 
enforce and collect under RCW 74.20A.030, has an assigned interest, or 
has been authorized to enforce pursuant to RCW 74.20.040 (2) or (3);

(b) A statement that the property of the debtor is subject to 
collection action;

(c) A statement that the property is subject to lien and 
foreclosure, distraint, seizure and sale, or order to withhold and 
deliver; and

(d) A statement that the net proceeds will be applied to the 
satisfaction of the support debt.

(4) Action to collect a support debt by lien and foreclosure, or 
distraint, seizure and sale, or order to withhold and deliver shall be 
lawful after twenty days from the date of service upon the debtor or 
twenty days from the receipt or refusal by the debtor of said notice 
of debt.

(5) The secretary shall not be required to issue or serve such 
notice of support debt prior to taking collection action under this 
chapter when a responsible parent's support order:

(a) Contains language directing the parent to make support 
payments to the Washington state support registry; and

(b) Includes a statement that income-withholding action under 
this chapter may be taken without further notice to the responsible 
parent, as provided in RCW 26.23.050(1).  [2013 c 23 § 215; 1989 c 360 
§ 8; 1985 c 276 § 2; 1973 1st ex.s. c 183 § 5; 1971 ex.s. c 164 § 4.]
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