RCW 74.12.255 Teen applicants' living situation—Criteria—
Presumption—Protective payee—Adoption referral. (1) The department
shall determine, after consideration of all relevant factors and in
consultation with the applicant, the most appropriate living situation
for applicants under eighteen years of age, unmarried, and either
pregnant or having a dependent child or children in the applicant's
care. An appropriate living situation shall include a place of
residence that is maintained by the applicant's parents, parent, legal
guardian, or other adult relative as their or his or her own home and
that the department finds would provide an appropriate supportive
living arrangement. It also includes a living situation maintained by
an agency that is licensed under chapter 74.15 RCW that the department
finds would provide an appropriate supportive living arrangement.
Grant assistance shall not be provided under this chapter if the
applicant does not reside in the most appropriate living situation, as
determined by the department.

(2) An unmarried minor parent or pregnant minor applicant
residing in the most appropriate living situation, as provided under
subsection (1) of this section, is presumed to be unable to manage
adequately the funds paid to the minor or on behalf of the dependent
child or children and, unless the minor provides sufficient evidence
to rebut the presumption, shall be subject to the protective payee
requirements provided for under RCW 74.12.250 and 74.08.280.

(3) The department shall consider any statements or opinions by
either parent of the unmarried minor parent or pregnant minor
applicant as to an appropriate living situation for the minor and his
or her children, whether in the parental home or other situation. If
the parents or a parent of the minor request, they or he or she shall
be entitled to a hearing in juvenile court regarding designation of
the parental home or other relative placement as the most appropriate
living situation for the pregnant or parenting minor.

The department shall provide the parents or parent with the
opportunity to make a showing that the parental home, or home of the
other relative placement, is the most appropriate living situation. It
shall be presumed in any administrative or judicial proceeding
conducted under this subsection that the parental home or other
relative placement requested by the parents or parent is the most
appropriate living situation. This presumption is rebuttable.

(4) In cases in which the minor is unmarried and unemployed, the
department shall, as part of the determination of the appropriate
living situation, make an affirmative effort to provide current and
positive information about adoption including referral to community-
based organizations for counseling and provide information about the
manner in which adoption works, its benefits for unmarried, unemployed
minor parents and their children, and the meaning and availability of
open adoption.

(5) For the purposes of this section, "most appropriate living
situation" shall not include a living situation including an adult
male who fathered the qualifying child and is found to meet the
elements of rape of a child as set forth in RCW 9A.44.079. [1997 c 58
§ 501; 1994 c 299 § 33.]
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