
RCW 74.04.011  Secretary's authority—Personnel.  The secretary 
of social and health services shall be the administrative head and 
appointing authority of the department of social and health services 
and he or she shall have the power to and shall employ such assistants 
and personnel as may be necessary for the general administration of 
the department: PROVIDED, That such employment is in accordance with 
the rules and regulations of the state merit system. The secretary 
shall through and by means of his or her assistants and personnel 
exercise such powers and perform such duties as may be prescribed by 
the public assistance laws of this state.

The authority vested in the secretary as appointing authority may 
be delegated by the secretary or his or her designee to any suitable 
employee of the department.  [2013 c 23 § 192; 1979 c 141 § 295; 1969 
ex.s. c 173 § 4; 1959 c 26 § 74.04.011. Prior: 1953 c 174 § 3. (i) 
1937 c 111 § 3; RRS § 10785-2. (ii) 1937 c 111 § 5; RRS § 10785-4.]
State civil service law: Chapter 41.06 RCW.
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