
RCW 71.24.612  Prenatal substance exposure—Recommendations.  (1) 
By June 1, 2024, the authority shall submit to the legislature 
recommendations on ways to increase access to diagnoses, treatment, 
services, and supports for children who were exposed to alcohol or 
other substances during pregnancy and their families and caregivers. 
In creating the recommendations, the authority shall consult with 
service providers, medical professionals with expertise in diagnosing 
and treating prenatal substance exposure, families of children who 
were exposed to alcohol or other substances during pregnancy, 
communities affected by prenatal substance exposure, and advocates.

(2) The recommendations adopted under subsection (1) of this 
section shall, at a minimum, address:

(a) Increasing the availability of evaluation and diagnosis 
services for children and youth for fetal alcohol spectrum disorders 
and other prenatal substance disorders, including assuring an adequate 
payment rate for the interdisciplinary team required for diagnosis and 
developing sufficient capacity in rural and urban areas so that every 
child is able to access diagnosis services; and

(b) Increasing the availability of treatment for fetal alcohol 
spectrum disorders and other prenatal substance disorders for all 
children and youth including all treatments and services recommended 
by the federal centers for disease control and prevention. The 
authority shall review all barriers to accessing treatment and make 
recommendations on removing those barriers, including recommendations 
related to the definition of medical necessity, prior authorization 
requirements for diagnosis and treatment services, and limitations of 
treatment procedure codes and insurance coverage.  [2023 c 288 § 3.]

Findings—2023 c 288: See note following RCW 41.05.810.
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