RCW 70A.35.020 Definitions. The definitions in this section
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires
otherwise.

(1) "Department" means the department of commerce.

(2) "Direct outreach" means:

(a) The use of door-to-door contact, community events, and other
methods of direct interaction with customers to inform them of energy
efficiency and weatherization opportunities; and

(b) The performance of energy audits.

(3) "Energy audit" means an analysis of a dwelling unit to
determine the need for cost-effective energy conservation measures as
determined by the department.

(4) "Healthy housing improvements" means increasing the health
and safety of a home by integrating energy efficiency activities and
indoor environmental quality measures, consistent with the
weatherization plus health initiative of the federal department of
energy and the healthy housing principles adopted by the federal
department of housing and urban development.

(5) "Household" means an individual or group of individuals
living in a dwelling unit as defined by the department.
(6) "Low income" means household income as defined by the

department, provided that the definition may not exceed eighty percent
of median household income, adjusted for household size, for the
county in which the dwelling unit to be weatherized is located.

(7) "Nonutility sponsor" means any sponsor other than a public
service company, municipality, public utility district, mutual or
cooperative, furnishing gas or electricity used to heat low-income
residences.

(8) "Residence" means a dwelling unit as defined by the
department.
(9) "Sponsor" means any entity that submits a proposal under RCW

70A.35.040, including but not limited to any local community action
agency, tribal nation, community service agency, or any other
participating agency or any public service company, municipality,
public utility district, mutual or cooperative, or any combination of
such entities that jointly submits a proposal.

(10) "Sponsor match" means the share of the cost of
weatherization to be paid by the sponsor.

(11) "Sustainable residential weatherization" or "weatherization"
means activities that use funds administered by the department for one
or more of the following: (a) Energy and resource conservation; (b)
energy efficiency improvements; (c) repairs, indoor air quality

improvements, and health and safety improvements; and (d) client
education. Funds administered by the department for activities
authorized under this subsection may only be used for the preservation
of a dwelling unit occupied by a low-income household and must, to the
extent feasible, be used to support and advance sustainable
technologies.

(12) "Weatherizing agency" means any approved department grantee,
tribal nation, or any public service company, municipality, public
utility district, mutual or cooperative, or other entity that bears
the responsibility for ensuring the performance of weatherization of
residences under this chapter and has been approved by the department.
[2020 ¢ 20 § 1392; 2015 ¢ 50 & 2; 2010 ¢ 287 § 2. Prior: 2009 c 565 §
51; 2009 ¢ 379 § 201; 1995 ¢ 399 § 199; 1987 c 36 § 2. Formerly RCW
70.164.020.]
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Finding—Intent—Effective date—2009 c 379: See notes following
RCW 70A.50.010.
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