
RCW 70A.300.370  Local governments to designate zones—
Departmental guidelines—Approval of local government zone 
designations or amendments—Exemption.  (1) Each local government, or 
combination of contiguous local governments, is directed to: (a) 
Demonstrate to the satisfaction of the department that existing zoning 
allows designated zone facilities as permitted uses; or (b) designate 
land use zones within its jurisdiction in which designated zone 
facilities are permitted uses. The zone designations shall be 
consistent with the state siting criteria adopted in accordance with 
RCW 70A.300.320, except as may be approved by the department in 
accordance with subsection (6) of this section.

(2) Local governments shall not prohibit the processing or 
handling of hazardous waste in zones in which the processing or 
handling of hazardous substances is not prohibited. This subsection 
does not apply in residential zones.

(3) The department shall prepare guidelines, as appropriate, for 
the designation of zones under this section. The guidelines shall be 
prepared in consultation with local governments and shall be completed 
by December 31, 1986.

(4) The initial designation of zones shall be completed or 
revised, and submitted to the department within eighteen months after 
the enactment of siting criteria in accordance with RCW 70A.300.320. 
Local governments that do not comply with this submittal deadline 
shall be subject to the preemptive provisions of RCW 70A.300.400(4) 
until such time as zone designations are completed and approved by the 
department. Local governments may from time to time amend their 
designated zones.

(5) Local governments without land use zoning provisions shall 
designate eligible geographic areas within their jurisdiction, based 
on siting criteria adopted in accordance with RCW 70A.300.320. The 
area designation shall be subject to the same requirements as if they 
were zone designations.

(6) Each local government, or combination of contiguous local 
governments, shall submit its designation of zones or amendments 
thereto to the department. The department shall approve or disapprove 
zone designations or amendments within ninety days of submission. The 
department shall approve eligible zone designations if it determines 
that the proposed zone designations are consistent with this chapter, 
the applicable siting criteria, and guidelines for developing 
designated zones: PROVIDED, That the department shall consider local 
zoning in place as of January 1, 1985, or other special situations or 
conditions which may exist in the jurisdiction. If approval is denied, 
the department shall state within ninety days from the date of 
submission the facts upon which that decision is based and shall 
submit the statement to the local government together with any other 
comments or recommendations it deems appropriate. The local government 
shall have ninety days after it receives the statement from the 
department to make modifications designed to eliminate the 
inconsistencies and resubmit the designation to the department for 
approval. Any designations shall take effect when approved by the 
department.

(7) The department may exempt a local government from the 
requirements of this section if:

(a) Regulated quantities of hazardous waste have not been 
generated within the jurisdiction during the two calendar years 
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immediately preceding the calendar year during which the exemption is 
requested; and

(b) The local government can demonstrate to the satisfaction of 
the department that no significant portion of land within the 
jurisdiction can meet the siting criteria adopted in accordance with 
RCW 70A.300.320.  [2020 c 20 § 1299; 1989 1st ex.s. c 13 § 1; 1985 c 
448 § 7. Formerly RCW 70.105.225.]

Severability—1985 c 448: See note following RCW 70A.300.005.
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