
RCW 70A.205.300  Transporters—Definition—Registration required—
Penalties.  (1) For the purposes of this section and RCW 70A.205.310, 
"transporter" means any person or entity that transports recyclable 
materials from commercial or industrial generators over the public 
highways of the state of Washington for compensation, and who are 
required to possess a permit to operate from the Washington utilities 
and transportation commission under chapter 81.80 RCW. "Transporter" 
includes commercial recycling operations of certificated solid waste 
collection companies as provided in chapter 81.77 RCW. "Transporter" 
does not include:

(a) Carriers of commercial recyclable materials, when such 
materials are owned or being bought or sold by the entity or person, 
and being carried in their own vehicle, when such activity is 
incidental to the conduct of an entity or person's primary business;

(b) Entities or persons hauling their own recyclables or hauling 
recyclables they generated or purchased and transported in their own 
vehicles;

(c) Nonprofit or charitable organizations collecting and 
transporting recyclable materials from a buyback center, drop box, or 
from a commercial or industrial generator of recyclable materials;

(d) City municipal solid waste departments or city solid waste 
contractors; or

(e) Common carriers under chapter 81.80 RCW whose primary 
business is not the transportation of recyclable materials.

(2) All transporters shall register with the department prior to 
the transportation of recyclable materials. The department shall 
supply forms for registration.

(3) A transporter who transports recyclable materials within the 
state without a transporter registration required by this section is 
subject to a civil penalty in an amount up to one thousand dollars per 
violation.  [2020 c 20 s 1187; 2005 c 394 s 4. Formerly RCW 
70.95.400.]

Intent—2005 c 394: "It is the intent of the legislature to 
improve recycling, eliminate illegal disposal of recyclable materials, 
protect consumers from sham recycling, and to further the purposes of 
RCW 70.95.020 and the goal of consistency in jurisdictional treatment 
of the statewide solid waste management plan adopted by the department 
of ecology." [2005 c 394 s 1.]

Severability—2005 c 394: "If any provision of this act or its 
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other 
persons or circumstances is not affected." [2005 c 394 s 9.]
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