RCW 70.97.160 Inspections. (1) The department shall make or
cause to be made at least one inspection of each facility prior to
licensure and an unannounced full inspection of facilities at least
once every eighteen months. The statewide average interval between
full facility inspections must be fifteen months.

(2) Any duly authorized officer, employee, or agent of the
department may enter and inspect any facility at any time to determine
that the facility is in compliance with this chapter and applicable
rules, and to enforce any provision of this chapter. Complaint
inspections shall be unannounced and conducted in such a manner as to
ensure maximum effectiveness. No advance notice shall be given of any
inspection unless authorized or required by federal law.

(3) During inspections, the facility must give the department
access to areas, materials, and equipment used to provide care or
support to residents, including resident and staff records, accounts,
and the physical premises, including the buildings, grounds, and
equipment. The department has the authority to privately interview the
provider, staff, residents, and other individuals familiar with
resident care and service plans.

(4) Any public employee giving advance notice of an inspection in
violation of this section shall be suspended from all duties without
pay for a period of not less than five nor more than fifteen days.

(5) The department shall prepare a written report describing the
violations found during an inspection, and shall provide a copy of the
inspection report to the facility.

(6) The facility shall develop a written plan of correction for
any violations identified by the department and provide a plan of
correction to the department within ten working days from the receipt
of the inspection report.

(7) If a pandemic, natural disaster, or other declared state of
emergency prevents the department from completing inspections
according to the timeline in this section, the department shall adopt
rules to reestablish inspection timelines based on the length of time
since last inspection, compliance history of each facility, and
immediate health or safety concerns.

(a) Rules adopted under this subsection (7) are effective until
the termination of the pandemic, natural disaster, or other declared
state of emergency or until the department determines that all
facility inspections are occurring according to time frames
established in subsection (1) of this section, whichever is later.
Once the department determines a rule adopted under this subsection
(7) is no longer necessary, 1t must repeal the rule under RCW
34.05.353.

(b) Within 12 months of the termination of the pandemic, natural
disaster, or other declared state of emergency, the department shall
conduct a review of inspection compliance with subsection (1) of this
section and provide the legislature with a report. [2021 c 203 § 14;
2020 ¢ 278 § 9; 2005 c 504 § 418.]

Effective date—Retroactive application—2021 c¢ 203: See notes
following RCW 43.43.832.
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Captions, part headings, subheadings not law—Adoption of rules—
Effective dates—2005 ¢ 504: See notes following RCW 71.05.027.
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