
RCW 70.58A.580  Enforcement—Duties of local registrars—
Investigations.  (1) All requirements of this chapter must be 
uniformly complied with by all local registrars in state.

(2) Local registrars are charged with the strict and thorough 
enforcement of the provisions of this chapter in their health 
jurisdictions, under the supervision and direction of the state 
registrar, and:

(a) Shall immediately report observed or suspected violations of 
this chapter to the state registrar;

(b) Shall aid the state registrar, upon request, in 
investigations initiated under this section; and

(c) May not issue a certification for a record that is currently 
under investigation under this section, or subject to an action under 
RCW 70.58A.550, until such time as the state registrar allows for the 
issuance of such certification.

(3) The state registrar may investigate cases of irregularity or 
violation of this chapter. In cases where the state registrar finds 
reasonable cause to suspect fraud or misrepresentation, the state 
registrar shall:

(a) Retain the application and evidence; and
(b) Notify the appropriate authorities.
(4) The state registrar may only release the application and 

evidence under subsection (3)(a) of this section upon order of a court 
of competent jurisdiction.

(5) When the state registrar deems it necessary, the state 
registrar shall report cases of violation of any of the provisions of 
this chapter to the prosecuting attorney of the proper county with a 
statement of the facts and circumstances.

(6) Prosecuting attorneys, or officials acting in such capacity, 
shall initiate and promptly follow up the necessary court proceedings 
against the parties responsible for the alleged violations of law 
reported to them by the state registrar.

(7) The state registrar may, during the pendency of an 
investigation under subsection (3) of this section, or at the 
conclusion of an investigation under subsection (3) of this section, 
take any action permitted by this chapter with respect to the affected 
certification or record including, but not limited to, denial of 
issuance or revocation of the affected certification or record.  [2019 
c 148 § 26.]
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