
RCW 70.48.020  Definitions.  As used in this chapter the words 
and phrases in this section shall have the meanings indicated unless 
the context clearly requires otherwise.

(1) "Administration" means the direct application of a drug 
whether by ingestion or inhalation, to the body of an inmate by a 
practitioner or nonpractitioner jail personnel.

(2) "Correctional facility" means a facility operated by a 
governing unit primarily designed, staffed, and used for the housing 
of adult persons serving terms not exceeding one year for the purposes 
of punishment, correction, and rehabilitation following conviction of 
a criminal offense.

(3) "Deliver" or "delivery" means the actual, constructive, or 
attempted transfer from one person to another of medication whether or 
not there is an agency relationship.

(4) "Detention facility" means a facility operated by a governing 
unit primarily designed, staffed, and used for the temporary housing 
of adult persons charged with a criminal offense prior to trial or 
sentencing and for the housing of adult persons for purposes of 
punishment and correction after sentencing or persons serving terms 
not to exceed ninety days.

(5) "Drug" and "legend drug" have the same meanings as provided 
in RCW 69.41.010.

(6) "Governing unit" means the city and/or county or any 
combinations of cities and/or counties responsible for the operation, 
supervision, and maintenance of a jail.

(7) "Health care" means preventive, diagnostic, and 
rehabilitative services provided by licensed health care professionals 
and/or facilities; such care to include providing prescription drugs 
where indicated.

(8) "Holding facility" means a facility operated by a governing 
unit primarily designed, staffed, and used for the temporary housing 
of adult persons charged with a criminal offense prior to trial or 
sentencing and for the temporary housing of such persons during or 
after trial and/or sentencing, but in no instance shall the housing 
exceed thirty days.

(9) "Jail" means any holding, detention, special detention, or 
correctional facility as defined in this section.

(10) "Labor" means the period of time before a birth during which 
contractions are of sufficient frequency, intensity, and duration to 
bring about effacement and progressive dilation of the cervix.

(11) "Major urban" means a county or combination of counties 
which has a city having a population greater than twenty-six thousand 
based on the 1978 projections of the office of financial management.

(12) "Medication" means a drug, legend drug, or controlled 
substance requiring a prescription or an over-the-counter or 
nonprescription drug.

(13) "Medication assistance" means assistance rendered by 
nonpractitioner jail personnel to an inmate residing in a jail to 
facilitate the individual's self-administration of a legend drug or 
controlled substance or nonprescription medication. "Medication 
assistance" includes reminding or coaching the individual, handing the 
medication container to the individual, opening the individual's 
medication container, using an enabler, or placing the medication in 
the individual's hand.

(14) "Medium urban" means a county or combination of counties 
which has a city having a population equal to or greater than ten 
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thousand but less than twenty-six thousand based on the 1978 
projections of the office of financial management.

(15) "Nonpractitioner jail personnel" means appropriately trained 
staff who are authorized to manage, deliver, or administer 
prescription and nonprescription medication under RCW 70.48.490.

(16) "Office" means the office of financial management.
(17) "Physical restraint" means the use of any bodily force or 

physical intervention to control an offender or limit an offender's 
freedom of movement in a way that does not involve a mechanical 
restraint. Physical restraint does not include momentary periods of 
minimal physical restriction by direct person-to-person contact, 
without the aid of mechanical restraint, accomplished with limited 
force and designed to:

(a) Prevent an offender from completing an act that would result 
in potential bodily harm to self or others or damage property;

(b) Remove a disruptive offender who is unwilling to leave the 
area voluntarily; or

(c) Guide an offender from one location to another.
(18) "Postpartum recovery" means (a) the entire period a woman or 

youth is in the hospital, birthing center, or clinic after giving 
birth and (b) an additional time period, if any, a treating physician 
determines is necessary for healing after the woman or youth leaves 
the hospital, birthing center, or clinic.

(19) "Practitioner" has the same meaning as provided in RCW 
69.41.010.

(20) "Restraints" means anything used to control the movement of 
a person's body or limbs and includes:

(a) Physical restraint; or
(b) Mechanical device including but not limited to: Metal 

handcuffs, plastic ties, ankle restraints, leather cuffs, other 
hospital-type restraints, tasers, or batons.

(21) "Rural" means a county or combination of counties which has 
a city having a population less than ten thousand based on the 1978 
projections of the office of financial management.

(22) "Special detention facility" means a minimum security 
facility operated by a governing unit primarily designed, staffed, and 
used for the housing of special populations of sentenced persons who 
do not require the level of security normally provided in detention 
and correctional facilities including, but not necessarily limited to, 
persons convicted of offenses under RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504.

(23) "Transportation" means the conveying, by any means, of an 
incarcerated pregnant woman or youth from the correctional facility or 
any facility covered by this chapter to another location from the 
moment she leaves the correctional facility or any facility covered by 
this chapter to the time of arrival at the other location, and 
includes the escorting of the pregnant incarcerated woman or youth 
from the correctional facility or facility covered by this chapter to 
a transport vehicle and from the vehicle to the other location.  [2010 
c 181 § 4; 2009 c 411 § 3; 1987 c 462 § 6; 1986 c 118 § 1; 1983 c 165 
§ 34; 1981 c 136 § 25; 1979 ex.s. c 232 § 11; 1977 ex.s. c 316 § 2.]

Effective dates—1987 c 462: See note following RCW 13.04.116.
Legislative finding, intent—Effective dates—Severability—1983 c 

165: See notes following RCW 46.20.308.
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Effective date—1981 c 136: See RCW 72.09.900.
Severability—1977 ex.s. c 316: "If any provision of this 1977 

amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the 
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [1977 
ex.s. c 316 § 26.]
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