RCW 70.180.030 Registry of health care professionals available
to rural communities—Conditions of participation. (1) The
department, in cooperation with the University of Washington school of
medicine, the state's registered nursing programs, the state's
pharmacy programs, and other appropriate public and private agencies
and associations, shall develop and keep current a register of
physicians, physician assistants, pharmacists, and advanced registered
nurse practitioners who are available to practice on a short-term
basis in rural communities of the state. The department shall list
only individuals who have a valid license to practice. The register
shall be compiled and made available to all rural hospitals, public
health departments and districts, rural pharmacies, and other
appropriate public and private agencies and associations.

(2) Eligible health care professionals are those licensed under
chapters 18.57, 18.64, 18.71, and 18.71A RCW and advanced registered
nurse practitioners licensed under chapter 18.79 RCW.

(3) Participating sites may:

(a) Receive reimbursement for substitute provider travel to and
from the rural community and for lodging at a rate determined under
RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060; and

(b) Receive reimbursement for the cost of malpractice insurance
if the services provided are not covered by the substitute provider's
or local provider's existing medical malpractice insurance.
Reimbursement for malpractice insurance shall only be made available
to sites that incur additional costs for substitute provider coverage.

(4) The department may require rural communities to participate
in health professional recruitment programs as a condition for
providing a temporary substitute health care professional if the
community does not have adequate permanent health care personnel. To
the extent deemed appropriate and subject to funding, the department
may also require communities to participate in other programs or
projects, such as the rural health system project authorized in
chapter 70.175 RCW, that are designed to assist communities to
reorganize the delivery of rural health care services.

(5) A participating site may receive reimbursement for substitute
provider assistance as provided for in subsection (3) of this section
for up to ninety days during any twelve-month period. The department
may modify or waive this limitation should it determine that the
health and safety of the community warrants a waiver or modification.

(6) Participating sites shall:

(a) Be responsible for all salary expenses for the temporary
substitute provider.

(b) Provide the temporary substitute provider with referral and
backup coverage information. [2020 ¢ 80 & 48. Prior: 1994 sp.s. c 9 §
746; 1994 c 103 § 2; 1990 c 271 § 3.]

Effective date—2020 c 80 §§ 12-59: See note following RCW
7.68.030.

Intent—2020 ¢ 80: See note following RCW 18.71A.010.

Severability—Headings and captions not law—Effective date—1994
sp.s. ¢ 9: See RCW 18.79.900 through 18.79.902.
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