
RCW 70.128.066  Seven or eight bed adult family homes—
Requirements—Licensure.  (1) An applicant requesting to increase bed 
capacity to seven or eight beds must successfully demonstrate to the 
department financial solvency and management experience for the home 
under its ownership and the ability to meet other relevant safety, 
health, and operating standards pertaining to the operation of an 
eight bed home, including the ability to meet the needs of all current 
and prospective residents and ways to mitigate the potential impact of 
vehicular traffic related to the operation of the home.

(2) The department may only accept and process an application to 
increase the bed capacity to seven or eight beds when:

(a) A period of no less than twenty-four months has passed since 
the issuance of the initial adult family home license;

(b) The home has been licensed for six residents for at least 
twelve months prior to application;

(c) The home has completed two full inspections that have 
resulted in no enforcement actions;

(d) The home has submitted an attestation that an increase in the 
number of beds will not adversely affect the health, safety, or 
quality of life of current residents of the home;

(e) The home has demonstrated to the department the ability to 
comply with the emergency evacuation standards established by the 
department in rule;

(f) The home has a residential sprinkler system in place in order 
to serve residents who require assistance during an evacuation; and

(g) The home has paid any fees associated with licensure or 
additional inspections.

(3) The department shall accept and process applications under 
RCW 70.128.060(13) for a seven or eight bed adult family home only if:

(a) The new provider is a provider of a currently licensed adult 
family home that has been licensed for a period of no less than 
twenty-four months since the issuance of the initial adult family home 
license;

(b) The new provider's current adult family home has been 
licensed for six or more residents for at least twelve months prior to 
application; and

(c) The adult family home has completed at least two full 
inspections, and the most recent two full inspections have resulted in 
no enforcement actions.

(4) Prior to issuing a license to operate a seven or eight bed 
adult family home, the department shall:

(a) Notify the local jurisdiction in which the home is located, 
in writing, of the applicant's request to increase bed capacity, and 
allow the local jurisdiction to provide any recommendations to the 
department as to whether or not the department should approve the 
applicant's request to increase its bed capacity to seven or eight 
beds; and

(b) Conduct an inspection to determine compliance with licensing 
standards and the ability to meet the needs of eight residents.

(5) In addition to the consideration of other criteria 
established in this section, the department shall consider comments 
received from current residents of the adult family home related to 
the quality of care and quality of life offered by the home, as well 
as their views regarding the addition of one or two more residents.

(6) Upon application for an initial seven or eight bed adult 
family home, a home must provide at least sixty days' notice to all 

Certified on 9/1/2023 RCW 70.128.066 Page 1



residents and the residents' designated representatives that the home 
has applied for a license to admit up to seven or eight residents 
before admitting a seventh resident. The notice must be in writing and 
written in a manner or language that is understood by the residents 
and the residents' designated representatives.

(7) In the event of serious noncompliance in a seven or eight bed 
adult family home, in addition to, or in lieu of, the imposition of 
one or more actions listed in RCW 70.128.160(2), the department may 
revoke the adult family home's authority to accept more than six 
residents.  [2020 c 220 § 2.]
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