
RCW 7.84.080  Hearing—Contesting determination that infraction 
committed—Appeal.  (1) A hearing held for the purpose of contesting 
the determination that an infraction has been committed shall be 
without a jury.

(2) The court may consider the notice of infraction and any other 
written report made under oath submitted by the officer who issued the 
notice or whose written statement was the basis for the issuance of 
the notice in lieu of the officer's personal appearance at the 
hearing. The person named in the notice may subpoena witnesses, 
including the officer, and has the right to present evidence and 
examine witnesses present in court. The rules of evidence shall apply 
to contested hearings.

(3) The burden of proof is upon the state to establish the 
commission of the infraction by a preponderance of the evidence.

(4) After consideration of the evidence and argument, the court 
shall determine whether the infraction was committed. Where it has not 
been established that the infraction was committed, an order 
dismissing the notice shall be entered in the court's records. Where 
it has been established that the infraction was committed, the court 
may assess a monetary penalty not exceeding that provided for the 
infraction in the applicable court rule or statute and shall enter an 
appropriate order.

(5) An appeal from the court's determination or order shall be to 
the superior court. A defendant may appeal a judgment entered after a 
contested hearing finding that the defendant has committed the 
infraction. The plaintiff may appeal a decision which in effect 
abates, discontinues, or determines the case other than by a judgment 
that the defendant has not committed an infraction. No other orders or 
judgments are appealable by either party. The decision of the superior 
court is subject only to discretionary review pursuant to the rules of 
appellate procedure.  [1987 c 380 § 8.]
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