
RCW 54.08.070  Construction or acquisition of electric facilities 
for generation, transmission, or distribution of power—When voter 
approval required—Election.  Any district which does not own or 
operate electric facilities for the generation, transmission, or 
distribution of electric power on March 25, 1969, or any district 
which hereafter does not construct or acquire such electric facilities 
within ten years of its creation, shall not construct or acquire any 
such electric facilities without the approval of such proposal by the 
voters of such district: PROVIDED, That a district shall have the 
power to construct or acquire electric facilities within ten years 
following its creation by action of its commission without voter 
approval of such action.

At any general election held in an even-numbered year, the 
proposal to construct or acquire electric facilities may be submitted 
to the voters of the district by resolution of the public utility 
district commission or shall be submitted to the voters of the 
district by the county legislative authority on petition of ten 
percent of the qualified electors of such district, based on the total 
vote cast in the last general county election held in an even-numbered 
year. A form of petition for the construction or acquisition of 
electric facilities by the public utility district shall be submitted 
to the county auditor within ten months prior to the election at which 
such proposition is to be submitted to the voters. Petitions shall be 
filed with the county auditor not less than four months before such 
election and the county auditor shall within thirty days examine the 
signatures thereof and certify to the sufficiency or insufficiency 
thereof. If such petition is found to be insufficient, it shall be 
returned to the persons filing the same, who may amend and add names 
thereto for ten days, when the same shall be returned to the county 
auditor, who shall have an additional fifteen days to examine the same 
and attach his or her certificate thereto. No person having signed 
such petition shall be allowed to withdraw his or her name therefrom 
after the filing of the same with the county auditor: PROVIDED, That 
each signature shall be dated and that no signature dated prior to the 
date on which the form of petition was submitted to the county auditor 
shall be valid. Whenever such petition shall be certified to as 
sufficient, the county auditor shall forthwith transmit the same, 
together with his or her certificate of sufficiency attached thereto, 
to the county legislative authority which shall submit such 
proposition to the voters of said district at the next general 
election in an even-numbered year according to RCW 29A.04.330. The 
notice of the election shall state the object of such election, and 
shall in other respects conform to the requirements of the general 
laws of Washington, governing the time and manner of holding 
elections.

The proposal submitted to the voters for their approval or 
rejection, shall be expressed on the ballot substantially in the 
following terms:

Shall Public Utility District No. . . . . of . . . . . . County 
construct or acquire electric facilities for the generation, 
transmission or distribution of electric power?

Yes  □
No   □

Within ten days after such election, the election board of the 
county shall canvass the returns, and if at such election a majority 
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of the voters voting on such proposition shall vote in favor of such 
construction or acquisition of electric facilities, the district shall 
be authorized to construct or acquire electric facilities.  [2010 c 8 
§ 17005; 2006 c 344 § 37; 1979 ex.s. c 240 § 2; 1969 c 106 § 3.]

Effective date—2006 c 344 §§ 1-16 and 18-40: See note following 
RCW 29A.04.311.

Construction—Severability—1969 c 106: See notes following RCW 
54.08.041.
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