
RCW 52.26.040  Planning committee—Formulation of service plan—
Competition with private ambulance service.  (1) A regional fire 
protection service authority planning committee shall adopt a regional 
fire protection service authority plan providing for the governance, 
design, financing, and development of fire protection and emergency 
services. The planning committee may consider the following factors in 
formulating its plan:

(a) Land use planning criteria; and
(b) The input of cities and counties located within, or partially 

within, a participating fire protection jurisdiction.
(2) The planning committee may coordinate its activities with 

neighboring cities, towns, and other local governments that engage in 
fire protection planning.

(3) The planning committee shall:
(a) Create opportunities for public input in the development of 

the plan;
(b) Adopt a plan proposing the creation of a regional fire 

protection service authority and recommending governance, design, 
financing, and development of fire protection and emergency service 
facilities and operations, including maintenance and preservation of 
facilities or systems. The plan may authorize the authority to 
establish a system of ambulance service to be operated by the 
authority or operated by contract after a call for bids. However, the 
authority shall not provide for the establishment of an ambulance 
service that would compete with any existing private ambulance 
service, unless the authority determines that the region served by the 
authority, or a substantial portion of the region served by the 
authority, is not adequately served by an existing private ambulance 
service. In determining the adequacy of an existing private ambulance 
service, the authority shall take into consideration objective 
generally accepted medical standards and reasonable levels of service 
which must be published by the authority. Following the preliminary 
conclusion by the authority that the existing private ambulance 
service is inadequate, and before establishing an ambulance service or 
issuing a call for bids, the authority shall allow a minimum of sixty 
days for the private ambulance service to meet the generally accepted 
medical standards and accepted levels of service. In the event of a 
second preliminary conclusion of inadequacy within a twenty-four-month 
period, the authority may immediately issue a call for bids or 
establish its own ambulance service and is not required to afford the 
private ambulance service another sixty-day period to meet the 
generally accepted medical standards and reasonable levels of service. 
A private ambulance service that is not licensed by the department of 
health or whose license is denied, suspended, or revoked is not 
entitled to a sixty-day period within which to demonstrate adequacy 
and the authority may immediately issue a call for bids or establish 
an ambulance service; and

(c) In the plan, recommend sources of revenue authorized by RCW 
52.26.050, identify the portions of the plan that may be amended by 
the board of the authority without voter approval, consistent with RCW 
52.26.050, and recommend a financing plan to fund selected fire 
protection and emergency services and projects.

(4) Once adopted, the plan must be forwarded to the participating 
fire protection jurisdictions' governing bodies to initiate the 
election process under RCW 52.26.060.
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(5) If the ballot measure is not approved, the planning committee 
may redefine the selected regional fire protection service authority 
projects, financing plan, and the ballot measure. The fire protection 
jurisdictions' governing bodies may approve the new plan and ballot 
measure, and may then submit the revised proposition to the voters at 
a subsequent election or a special election. If a ballot measure is 
not approved by the voters by the third vote, the planning committee 
is dissolved.  [2011 c 141 § 2; 2006 c 200 § 2; 2004 c 129 § 4.]
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