
RCW 48.135.010  Definitions.  The definitions in this section 
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise.

(1) "Insurance fraud" means an act or omission committed by a 
person who, knowingly, and with intent to defraud, commits, or 
conceals any material information concerning, one or more of the 
following:

(a) Presenting, causing to be presented, or preparing with 
knowledge or belief that it will be presented to or by an insurer, 
insurance producer, or surplus line broker, false information as part 
of, in support of, or concerning a fact material to one or more of the 
following:

(i) An application for the issuance or renewal of an insurance 
policy;

(ii) The rating of an insurance policy or contract;
(iii) A claim for payment or benefit pursuant to an insurance 

policy;
(iv) Premiums paid on an insurance policy;
(v) Payments made in accordance with the terms of an insurance 

policy; or
(vi) The reinstatement of an insurance policy;
(b) Willful embezzlement, abstracting, purloining, or conversion 

of moneys, funds, premiums, credits, or other property of an insurer 
or person engaged in the business of insurance; or

(c) Attempting to commit, aiding or abetting in the commission 
of, or conspiracy to commit the acts or omissions specified in this 
subsection.

The definition of insurance fraud is for illustrative purposes 
only under this chapter to describe the nature of the behavior to be 
reported and investigated, and is not intended in any manner to create 
or modify the definition of any existing criminal acts nor to create 
or modify the burdens of proof in any criminal prosecution brought as 
a result of an investigation under this chapter.

(2) "Insurer" means an insurance company authorized under chapter 
48.05 RCW, a health care service contractor registered under chapter 
48.44 RCW, and a health care maintenance organization registered under 
chapter 48.46 RCW.  [2009 c 162 § 32; 2008 c 217 § 97; 2006 c 284 § 
2.]

Effective date—2009 c 162: See note following RCW 48.03.020.
Severability—Effective date—2008 c 217: See notes following RCW 

48.03.020.
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