RCW 43.216.065 Private-public partnership—Secretary's duties.
(1) In addition to other duties under this chapter, the secretary
shall actively participate in a nongovernmental private-public
partnership focused on supporting government's investments in early
learning and ensuring that every child in the state is prepared to
succeed in school and in life. Except for licensing as required by
Washington state law and to the extent permitted by federal law, the
secretary shall grant waivers from the rules of state agencies for the
operation of early learning programs requested by the nongovernmental
private-public partnership to allow for flexibility to pursue market-
based approaches to achieving the best outcomes for children and
families.

(2) In addition to other powers granted to the secretary, the
secretary may:

(a) Enter into contracts on behalf of the department to carry out
the purposes of this chapter;

(b) Accept gifts, grants, or other funds for the purposes of this
chapter; and

(c) Adopt, in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW, rules necessary
to implement this chapter, including rules governing child day care
and early learning programs under this chapter. This section does not
expand the rule-making authority of the secretary beyond that
necessary to implement and administer programs and services existing
July 1, 2006, as transferred to the department of early learning under
section 501, chapter 265, Laws of 2006. The rule-making authority does
not include any authority to set mandatory curriculum or establish
what must be taught in child day care centers or by family day care
providers. [2018 ¢ 58 & 13; 2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 6 § 204; 2006 c 265 §
108. Formerly RCW 43.215.070.]

Effective date—2018 c 58: See note following RCW 28A.655.080.
Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 6 §§ 102, 104-115, 201-227,

301-337, 401-419, 501-513, 801-803, and 805-822: See note following
RCW 43.216.025.
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