
RCW 43.185C.010  Definitions.  The definitions in this section 
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise.

(1) "Administrator" means the individual who has the daily 
administrative responsibility of a crisis residential center.

(2) "Child in need of services petition" means a petition filed 
in juvenile court by a parent, child, or the department of children, 
youth, and families seeking adjudication of placement of the child.

(3) "Community action agency" means a nonprofit private or public 
organization established under the economic opportunity act of 1964.

(4) "Crisis residential center" means a secure or semi-secure 
facility established pursuant to chapter 74.13 RCW.

(5) "Department" means the department of commerce.
(6) "Director" means the director of the department of commerce.
(7) "Home security fund account" means the state treasury account 

receiving income from revenue under RCW 36.22.250(2)(c), and all other 
sources directed to the homeless housing and assistance program.

(8) "Homeless housing grant program" means the vehicle by which 
competitive grants are awarded by the department, utilizing moneys 
from the home security fund account, to local governments for programs 
directly related to housing homeless individuals and families, 
addressing the root causes of homelessness, preventing homelessness, 
collecting data on homeless individuals, and other efforts directly 
related to housing homeless persons.

(9) "Homeless housing plan" means the five-year plan developed by 
the county or other local government to address housing for homeless 
persons.

(10) "Homeless housing program" means the program authorized 
under this chapter as administered by the department at the state 
level and by the local government or its designated subcontractor at 
the local level.

(11) "Homeless housing strategic plan" means the five-year plan 
developed by the department, in consultation with the interagency 
council on homelessness, the affordable housing advisory board, and 
the state advisory council on homelessness.

(12) "Homeless person" means an individual living outside or in a 
building not meant for human habitation or which they have no legal 
right to occupy, in an emergency shelter, or in a temporary housing 
program which may include a transitional and supportive housing 
program if habitation time limits exist. This definition includes 
substance abusers, people with mental illness, and sex offenders who 
are homeless.

(13) "HOPE center" means an agency licensed by the secretary of 
the department of children, youth, and families to provide temporary 
residential placement and other services to street youth. A street 
youth may remain in a HOPE center for 90 days while services are 
arranged and permanent placement is coordinated. No street youth may 
stay longer than 90 days unless approved by the department and any 
additional days approved by the department must be based on the 
unavailability of a long-term placement option. A street youth whose 
parent wants him or her returned to home may remain in a HOPE center 
until his or her parent arranges return of the youth, not longer. All 
other street youth must have court approval under chapter 13.34 or 
13.32A RCW to remain in a HOPE center up to 90 days.

(14) "Housing authority" means any of the public corporations 
created by chapter 35.82 RCW.
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(15) "Housing continuum" means the progression of individuals 
along a housing-focused continuum with homelessness at one end and 
homeownership at the other.

(16) "Interagency council on homelessness" means a committee 
appointed by the governor and consisting of, at least, policy level 
representatives of the following entities: (a) The department of 
commerce; (b) the department of corrections; (c) the department of 
children, youth, and families; (d) the department of veterans affairs; 
and (e) the department of health.

(17) "Local government" means a county government in the state of 
Washington or a city government, if the legislative authority of the 
city affirmatively elects to accept the responsibility for housing 
homeless persons within its borders.

(18) "Local homeless housing task force" means a voluntary local 
committee created to advise a local government on the creation of a 
local homeless housing plan and participate in a local homeless 
housing program. It must include a representative of the county, a 
representative of the largest city located within the county, at least 
one homeless or formerly homeless person, such other members as may be 
required to maintain eligibility for federal funding related to 
housing programs and services and if feasible, a representative of a 
private nonprofit organization with experience in low-income housing.

(19) "Long-term private or public housing" means subsidized and 
unsubsidized rental or owner-occupied housing in which there is no 
established time limit for habitation of less than two years.

(20) "Performance measurement" means the process of comparing 
specific measures of success against ultimate and interim goals.

(21) "Secure facility" means a crisis residential center, or 
portion thereof, that has locking doors, locking windows, or a secured 
perimeter, designed and operated to prevent a child from leaving 
without permission of the facility staff.

(22) "Semi-secure facility" means any facility including, but not 
limited to, crisis residential centers or specialized foster family 
homes, operated in a manner to reasonably assure that youth placed 
there will not run away. Pursuant to rules established by the facility 
administrator, the facility administrator shall establish reasonable 
hours for residents to come and go from the facility such that no 
residents are free to come and go at all hours of the day and night. 
To prevent residents from taking unreasonable actions, the facility 
administrator, where appropriate, may condition a resident's leaving 
the facility upon the resident being accompanied by the administrator 
or the administrator's designee and the resident may be required to 
notify the administrator or the administrator's designee of any intent 
to leave, his or her intended destination, and the probable time of 
his or her return to the center.

(23) "Staff secure facility" means a structured group care 
facility licensed under rules adopted by the department of children, 
youth, and families with a ratio of at least one adult staff member to 
every two children.

(24) "Street outreach services" means a program that provides 
services and resources either directly or through referral to street 
youth and unaccompanied young adults as defined in RCW 43.330.702. 
Services including crisis intervention, emergency supplies, case 
management, and referrals may be provided through community-based 
outreach or drop-in centers.

(25) "Washington homeless census" means an annual statewide 
census conducted as a collaborative effort by towns, cities, counties, 
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community-based organizations, and state agencies, with the technical 
support and coordination of the department, to count and collect data 
on all homeless individuals in Washington.

(26) "Washington homeless client management information system" 
means a database of information about homeless individuals in the 
state used to coordinate resources to assist homeless clients to 
obtain and retain housing and reach greater levels of self-sufficiency 
or economic independence when appropriate, depending upon their 
individual situations.  [2023 c 277 s 2; 2023 c 151 s 3; 2019 c 124 s 
2; 2018 c 85 s 8; 2017 c 277 s 2; 2015 c 69 s 10. Prior: 2009 c 565 s 
40; 2007 c 427 s 3; 2006 c 349 s 6; 2005 c 484 s 3.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2023 c 151 s 3 and by 
2023 c 277 s 2, each without reference to the other. Both amendments 
are incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 
1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Intent—Short title—2018 c 85: See notes following RCW 
43.185C.045.

Short title—2015 c 69: See RCW 43.330.911.
Finding—2006 c 349: "The legislature finds that Washington is 

experiencing an affordable housing crisis and that this crisis is 
growing exponentially every year as the population of the state 
expands and housing values increase at a rate that far exceeds most 
households' proportionate increase in income.

The fiscal and societal costs of the lack of adequate affordable 
housing are high for both the public and private sectors. Current 
levels of funding for affordable housing programs are inadequate to 
meet the housing needs of many low-income Washington households." 
[2006 c 349 s 1.]
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