
RCW 36.70A.300  Final orders.  (1) The board shall issue a final 
order that shall be based exclusively on whether or not a state 
agency, county, or city is in compliance with the requirements of this 
chapter, chapter 90.58 RCW as it relates to adoption or amendment of 
shoreline master programs, or chapter 43.21C RCW as it relates to 
adoption of plans, development regulations, and amendments thereto, 
under RCW 36.70A.040 or chapter 90.58 RCW.

(2)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the final 
order shall be issued within one hundred eighty days of receipt of the 
petition for review, or, if multiple petitions are filed, within one 
hundred eighty days of receipt of the last petition that is 
consolidated.

(b) The board may extend the period of time for issuing a 
decision to enable the parties to settle the dispute if additional 
time is necessary to achieve a settlement, and (i) an extension is 
requested by all parties, or (ii) an extension is requested by the 
petitioner and respondent and the board determines that a negotiated 
settlement between the remaining parties could resolve significant 
issues in dispute. The request must be filed with the board not later 
than seven days before the date scheduled for the hearing on the 
merits of the petition. The board may authorize one or more extensions 
for up to ninety days each, subject to the requirements of this 
section.

(3) In the final order, the board shall either:
(a) Find that the state agency, county, or city is in compliance 

with the requirements of this chapter, chapter 90.58 RCW as it relates 
to the adoption or amendment of shoreline master programs, or chapter 
43.21C RCW as it relates to adoption of plans, development 
regulations, and amendments thereto, under RCW 36.70A.040 or chapter 
90.58 RCW; or

(b) Find that the state agency, county, or city is not in 
compliance with the requirements of this chapter, chapter 90.58 RCW as 
it relates to the adoption or amendment of shoreline master programs, 
or chapter 43.21C RCW as it relates to adoption of plans, development 
regulations, and amendments thereto, under RCW 36.70A.040 or chapter 
90.58 RCW, in which case the board shall remand the matter to the 
affected state agency, county, or city. The board shall specify a 
reasonable time not in excess of one hundred eighty days, or such 
longer period as determined by the board in cases of unusual scope or 
complexity, within which the state agency, county, or city shall 
comply with the requirements of this chapter. The board may require 
periodic reports to the board on the progress the jurisdiction is 
making towards compliance.

(4)(a) Unless the board makes a determination of invalidity under 
RCW 36.70A.302, a finding of noncompliance and an order of remand 
shall not affect the validity of comprehensive plans and development 
regulations during the period of remand.

(b) Unless the board makes a determination of invalidity, state 
agencies, commissions, and governing boards may not determine a 
county, city, or town to be ineligible or otherwise penalized in the 
acceptance of applications or the awarding of state agency grants or 
loans during the period of remand. This subsection (4)(b) applies only 
to counties, cities, and towns that have: (i) Delayed the initial 
effective date of the action subject to the petition before the board 
until after the board issues a final determination; or (ii) within 
thirty days of receiving notice of a petition for review by the board, 
delayed or suspended the effective date of the action subject to the 
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petition before the board until after the board issues a final 
determination.

(5) Any party aggrieved by a final decision of the hearings board 
may appeal the decision to superior court as provided in RCW 34.05.514 
or 36.01.050 within thirty days of the final order of the board. 
Unless the board makes a determination of invalidity under RCW 
36.70A.302, state agencies, commissions, or governing boards shall not 
penalize counties, cities, or towns during the pendency of an appeal 
as provided in RCW 43.17.250.  [2013 c 275 § 1; 1997 c 429 § 14; 1995 
c 347 § 110; 1991 sp.s. c 32 § 11.]

Prospective application—1997 c 429 §§ 1-21: See note following 
RCW 36.70A.3201.

Severability—1997 c 429: See note following RCW 36.70A.3201.
Finding—Severability—Part headings and table of contents not law

—1995 c 347: See notes following RCW 36.70A.470.
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