
RCW 35.17.260  Legislative—Ordinances by initiative petition. 
Ordinances may be initiated by petition of registered voters of the 
city filed with the commission. If the petition accompanying the 
proposed ordinance is signed by the registered voters in the city 
equal in number to twenty-five percent of the votes cast for all 
candidates for mayor at the last preceding city election, and if it 
contains a request that, unless passed by the commission, the 
ordinance be submitted to a vote of the registered voters of the city, 
the commission shall either:

(1) Pass the proposed ordinance without alteration within twenty 
days after the county auditor's certificate of sufficiency has been 
received by the commission; or

(2) Immediately after the county auditor's certificate of 
sufficiency for the petition is received, cause to be called a special 
election to be held on the next election date, as provided in RCW 
29A.04.330, provided that the resolution deadline for that election 
has not passed, for submission of the proposed ordinance without 
alteration, to a vote of the people unless a general election will 
occur within ninety days, in which event submission must be made on 
the general election ballot.  [2015 c 146 § 5; 2015 c 53 § 29; 1996 c 
286 § 4; 1965 c 7 § 35.17.260. Prior: 1911 c 116 § 21, part; RRS § 
9110, part.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2015 c 53 § 29 and by 
2015 c 146 § 5, each without reference to the other. Both amendments 
are incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 
1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).
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