
RCW 28A.180.040  School board duties.  (1) Every school district 
board of directors shall:

(a) Make available to each eligible pupil transitional bilingual 
instruction to achieve competency in English, in accord with rules of 
the superintendent of public instruction;

(b) Wherever feasible, ensure that communications to parents 
emanating from the schools shall be appropriately bilingual for those 
parents of pupils in the bilingual instruction program;

(c) Determine, by administration of an English test approved by 
the superintendent of public instruction the number of eligible pupils 
enrolled in the school district at the beginning of a school year and 
thereafter during the year as necessary in individual cases;

(d) Ensure that a student who is a child of a military family in 
transition and who has been assessed as in need of, or enrolled in, a 
bilingual instruction program, the receiving school shall initially 
honor placement of the student into a like program.

(i) The receiving school shall determine whether the district's 
program is a like program when compared to the sending school's 
program; and

(ii) The receiving school may conduct subsequent assessments 
pursuant to RCW 28A.180.090 to determine appropriate placement and 
continued enrollment in the program;

(e) Before the conclusion of each school year, measure each 
eligible pupil's improvement in learning the English language by means 
of a test approved by the superintendent of public instruction;

(f) Provide in-service training for teachers, counselors, and 
other staff, who are involved in the district's transitional bilingual 
program. Such training shall include appropriate instructional 
strategies for children of culturally different backgrounds, use of 
curriculum materials, and program models; and

(g) Make available a program of instructional support for up to 
two years immediately after pupils exit from the program, for exited 
pupils who need assistance in reaching grade-level performance in 
academic subjects even though they have achieved English proficiency 
for purposes of the transitional bilingual instructional program.

(2) Beginning in the 2019-20 school year, all classroom teachers 
assigned using funds for the transitional bilingual instruction 
program to provide supplemental instruction for eligible pupils must 
hold an endorsement in bilingual education or English language 
learner, or both.

(3) The definitions in Article II of RCW 28A.705.010 apply to 
subsection (1)(d) of this section.  [2016 c 72 s 301; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 
9 s 4; 2009 c 380 s 5; 2001 1st sp.s. c 6 s 4; 1984 c 124 s 3; 1979 c 
95 s 3. Formerly RCW 28A.58.804.]

Finding—Intent—2016 c 72: See note following RCW 28A.600.015.
Intent—Effective dates—2013 2nd sp.s. c 9: See notes following 

RCW 28A.150.220.
Effective date—1979 c 95 s 3: "Section 3 of this act shall take 

effect September 1, 1980." [1979 c 95 s 7.]
Severability—1979 c 95: See note following RCW 28A.180.010.
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