
RCW 26.26B.020  Judgment or order determining parent and child 
relationship—Support judgment and orders—Residential provisions—
Custody—Restraining orders—Notice of modification or termination of 
restraining order.  (1) The judgment and order of the court 
determining the existence or nonexistence of the parent and child 
relationship shall be determinative for all purposes.

(2) If the judgment and order of the court is at variance with 
the child's birth certificate, the court shall order that an amended 
birth certificate be issued.

(3) The judgment and order shall contain other appropriate 
provisions directed to the appropriate parties to the proceeding, 
concerning the duty of current and future support, the extent of any 
liability for past support furnished to the child if that issue is 
before the court, the furnishing of bond or other security for the 
payment of the judgment, or any other matter in the best interest of 
the child. The judgment and order may direct one parent to pay the 
reasonable expenses of the mother's pregnancy and childbirth. The 
judgment and order may include a continuing restraining order or 
injunction. In issuing the order, the court shall consider the 
provisions of RCW 9.41.800.

(4) The judgment and order shall contain a provision that each 
party must file with the court and the Washington state child support 
registry and update as necessary the information required in the 
confidential information form required by RCW 26.23.050.

(5) Support judgment and orders shall be for periodic payments 
which may vary in amount. The court may limit the parent's liability 
for the past support to the child to the proportion of the expenses 
already incurred as the court deems just. The court shall not limit or 
affect in any manner the right of nonparties including the state of 
Washington to seek reimbursement for support and other services 
previously furnished to the child.

(6) After considering all relevant factors, the court shall order 
either or both parents to pay an amount determined pursuant to the 
schedule and standards contained in chapter 26.19 RCW.

(7) On the same basis as provided in chapter 26.09 RCW, the court 
shall make residential provisions with regard to minor children of the 
parties, except that a parenting plan shall not be required unless 
requested by a party. If a parenting plan or residential schedule was 
not entered at the time the order establishing parentage was entered, 
a parent may move the court for entry of a parenting plan or 
residential schedule:

(a) By filing a motion and proposed parenting plan or residential 
schedule and providing notice to the other parent and other persons 
who have residential time with the child pursuant to a court order: 
PROVIDED, That at the time of filing the motion less than twenty-four 
months have passed since entry of the order establishing parentage and 
that the proposed parenting plan or residential schedule does not 
change the designation of the parent with whom the child spends the 
majority of time; or

(b) By filing a petition for modification under RCW 26.09.260 or 
petition to establish a parenting plan, residential schedule, or 
residential provisions.

(8) In any dispute between the persons claiming parentage of a 
child and a person or persons who have (a) commenced adoption 
proceedings or who have been granted an order of adoption, and (b) 
pursuant to a court order, or placement by the department of social 
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and health services or by a licensed agency, have had actual custody 
of the child for a period of one year or more before court action is 
commenced by the persons claiming parentage, the court shall consider 
the best welfare and interests of the child, including the child's 
need for situation stability, in determining the matter of custody, 
and the parent or person who is more fit shall have the superior right 
to custody.

(9) In entering an order under this chapter or chapter 26.26A 
RCW, the court may issue any necessary continuing restraining orders, 
including the restraint provisions of domestic violence protection 
orders or antiharassment protection orders under chapter 7.105 RCW.

(10) Restraining orders issued under this section restraining or 
enjoining the person from molesting or disturbing another party, from 
going onto the grounds of or entering the home, workplace, or school 
of the other party or the day care or school of any child, or 
prohibiting the person from knowingly coming within, or knowingly 
remaining within, a specified distance of a location, a protected 
party's person, or a protected party's vehicle, shall prominently bear 
on the front page of the order the legend: VIOLATION OF THIS ORDER 
WITH ACTUAL NOTICE OF ITS TERMS IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE UNDER CHAPTER 
7.105 RCW AND WILL SUBJECT A VIOLATOR TO ARREST.

(11) The court shall order that any restraining order bearing a 
criminal offense legend, any domestic violence protection order, or 
any antiharassment protection order granted under this section be 
forwarded by the clerk of the court on or before the next judicial day 
to the appropriate law enforcement agency specified in the order. Upon 
receipt of the order, the law enforcement agency shall forthwith enter 
the order into any computer-based criminal intelligence information 
system available in this state used by law enforcement agencies to 
list outstanding warrants. The order is fully enforceable in any 
county in the state.

(12) If a restraining order issued pursuant to this section is 
modified or terminated, the clerk of the court shall notify the law 
enforcement agency specified in the order on or before the next 
judicial day. Upon receipt of notice that an order has been 
terminated, the law enforcement agency shall remove the order from any 
computer-based criminal intelligence system.  [2021 c 215 s 139; 2019 
c 46 s 5028; 2011 c 283 s 9; 2001 c 42 s 5; 2000 c 119 s 10; 1997 c 58 
s 947; 1995 c 246 s 31; 1994 sp.s. c 7 s 455. Prior: 1989 c 375 s 23; 
1989 c 360 s 18; 1987 c 460 s 56; 1983 1st ex.s. c 41 s 8; 1975-'76 
2nd ex.s. c 42 s 14. Formerly RCW 26.26.130.]

Effective date—2022 c 268; 2021 c 215: See note following RCW 
7.105.900.

Costs—2011 c 283: "Any action taken by an agency to implement 
the provisions of this act must be accomplished within existing 
resources. Any costs incurred by the administrative office of the 
courts for modifications to the judicial information system as a 
result of the provisions of this act shall be paid from the judicial 
information system account." [2011 c 283 s 56.]

Application—2011 c 283: "This act applies to causes of action 
filed on or after July 22, 2011." [2011 c 283 s 58.]
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Effective date—Severability—2001 c 42: See notes following RCW 
26.09.020.

Application—2000 c 119: See note following RCW 10.31.100.
Short title—Part headings, captions, table of contents not law—

Exemptions and waivers from federal law—Conflict with federal 
requirements—Severability—1997 c 58: See RCW 74.08A.900 through 
74.08A.904.

Finding—Intent—Severability—1994 sp.s. c 7: See notes following 
RCW 43.70.540.

Effective date—1994 sp.s. c 7 ss 401-410, 413-416, 418-437, and 
439-460: See note following RCW 9.41.010.

Short title—Section captions—Effective date—1987 c 460: See RCW 
26.09.910 through 26.09.912.

Severability—1983 1st ex.s. c 41: See note following RCW 
26.09.060.
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