
RCW 2.42.130  Source of interpreters, qualifications.  (1) If a 
qualified interpreter for a hearing impaired person is required, the 
appointing authority shall request a qualified interpreter and/or an 
intermediary interpreter through the department of social and health 
services, office of deaf services, or through any community center for 
hearing impaired persons which operates an interpreter referral 
service. The office of deaf services and these community centers shall 
maintain an up-to-date list or lists of interpreters that are 
certified by the state and/or by the registry of interpreters for the 
deaf.

(2) The appointing authority shall make a preliminary 
determination, on the basis of testimony or stated needs of the 
hearing impaired person, that the interpreter is able in that 
particular proceeding, program, or activity to interpret accurately 
all communication to and from the hearing impaired person. If at any 
time during the proceeding, program, or activity, in the opinion of 
the hearing impaired person or a qualified observer, the interpreter 
does not provide accurate, impartial, and effective communication with 
the hearing impaired person the appointing authority shall appoint 
another qualified interpreter. No otherwise qualified interpreter who 
is a relative of any participant in the proceeding may be appointed. 
[1991 c 171 s 2; 1985 c 389 s 13.]
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