
RCW 18.32.040  Requirements for licensure.  The commission shall 
require that every applicant for a license to practice dentistry 
shall:

(1) Present satisfactory evidence of graduation from a dental 
college, school, or dental department of an institution approved by 
the commission;

(2) Submit, for the files of the commission, a recent picture 
duly identified and attested; and

(3)(a) Pass an examination prepared or approved by and 
administered under the direction of the commission. The dentistry 
licensing examination shall consist of practical and written tests 
upon such subjects and of such scope as the commission determines. The 
commission shall set the standards for passing the examination. The 
secretary shall keep on file the examination papers and records of 
examination for at least one year. This file shall be open for 
inspection by the applicant or the applicant's agent unless the 
disclosure will compromise the examination process as determined by 
the commission or is exempted from disclosure under chapter 42.56 RCW.

(b) The commission may accept, in lieu of all or part of the 
written examination required in (a) of this subsection, a certificate 
granted by a national or regional testing organization approved by the 
commission.

(c) The commission shall accept, in lieu of the practical 
examination required in (a) of this subsection, proof that an 
applicant has satisfactorily completed a general practice residency, 
pediatric residency, or advanced education in general dentistry 
residency program in Washington state accredited by the commission on 
dental accreditation of the American dental association, of at least 
one year's duration, in a residency program that serves predominantly 
low-income patients.  [2017 c 100 § 1. Prior: 2005 c 454 § 2; 2005 c 
274 § 222; 1994 sp.s. c 9 § 211; 1991 c 3 § 61; 1989 c 202 § 16; 1979 
c 38 § 2; 1935 c 112 § 5; RRS § 10031-5; prior: 1923 c 16 §§ 4, 5. 
Formerly RCW 18.32.040 and 18.32.130 through 18.32.150.]

Effective date—2005 c 454: See note following RCW 18.32.195.
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