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RESOLUTIONS
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WHEREAS. During his lwo terms as House Speaker. Speaker Leonard A. Sawyer
is eredited with ushering Washinglon's legislature into the 20th Century; and

WHEREAS, Speaker Leonard A. Sawyer had lhe foresight to establish the Sea-
Tac office tor the legislature: and

WHEREAS. Speaker Leonard A. Sawyer helped correct the power imbalance
belween the legislalive and executive branches of Washinglon Slate governmenl:
and

WHEREAS, Speaker Sawyer changed lhe system whereby the Governor and
his budget oftice, now the Office of Financial Managemenl, wrole lhe state budget
and the legislature simply enacied it, lo a more equal system whereby the execu-
live branch now introduces a state budget for the legislature lo review. modify and
then adopl; and

WHEREAS, Speaker Leonard A. Sawyer led the legislalure to a better juture by
giving it data processing capabilities with which to understand the fiscal effecis of
proposed legislation: and

WHEREAS, Speaker Sawyer began whal is now known as LEAP--lhe Legisla-
live Evaluation and Accountability Program-——which is a sophisticated compuler
systemn thal assists Legislators in analyzing information and making informed deci-
sions based on information thal was previously accessible only from the execulive
pranch; and

WHEREAS. Speaker Leonard A. Sawyer also proposed lhe slate constitutional
amendmenl restricting the Governor's ilem veto power, bringing lhe balance of
power belween the execulive and legislative branches even closer; and

WHEREAS, Speaker Leonard A. Sawyer promoted the hiring of top caliber.
professional staff members; and

WHEREAS. Before Speaker Sawyer's relorms. Legislators had to rely upon the
execulive branch for experlise and even upon lobbyisls to provide some research
services. while now Legislators have independent expertise and research capabil-
ities in their own staffs; and

WHEREAS. For all of these reforms which required extraordinary foresight.
members of the legislature and staff who worked with Speaker Leonard A. Sawyer
held him in the highest regard;

NOW. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED. That the Washinglon State House of Repre-
sentalives remembers Speaker Leonard Sawyer for his significant achievemenits.
honors him for his vision of a legislature in the 20th Century and lhanks him for his
legacy: and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of the Resolution be immediately trans-
mitted by the Chief Clerk of the House of Represenlalives to Speaker Leonard A.
Sawyer and lo each slaff member of the House of Represenlatives and the Senale.
all of whom have benefited from the reforms initiated by Speaker Leonard A.
Sawyer.

Mr. Ebersole moved adoption of the resolution. Representalives Ebersole, Walk,
B. Williams, Prince, H. Sommers, S. Wilson, R. King, Gallagher. Grimm, Barnes, Lux
and Winsley spoke in favor of the resolution, and it was adopted.

SPEAKER'S PRIVILEGE

The Speaker (Mr. O'Brien presiding) welcomed Speaker Leonard Sawyer, who
was sealed on the rosirum Speaker Sawyer briefly addressed the mernbers ol lhe

House of Represenlalives

HOUSE FLOOR RESOLUTION HO. 88-4781. by Represenialives Prince and
facobhen
Angelo Mario Pellegrini an ltalian minigrant (o asablanca
aine nertca i 1914 al lhe age of len with hus laly and
IEIEAS, Ths lather had sellled in MeCleary Washinglon ona year earler
when he preceded his tamily in the journey made by inilhon. ol lalians i the
early 2Ol cendury. a journey (rotn poverly and oppression H Haly 1o hopes ol a
beller lile 11 Alnerica, and
AHEREAS Angslo Pellegrint worked hard as a youngsler al lumibering . rai

reading and sievedoring. and

House Resolution passed in 1988, sponsored by Representatives Ebersole, Ballard, Grimm, R. King, and Wang,

honoring the work of Speaker Sawyer.




